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'To the City Council of IVilmington. 
Gentlemen : — 

In accordance with the act creating the Board 
of Park Commissioners, I herewith submit its report for 
1 902, in which you will find the reports of the Superintend- 
ent and Treasurer, giving the information required by law 
to be submitted to your Honorable Body. 

Respectfully, 

Wm. M. Canby, 

President. 
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PRESENT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



Date of Appointment. 

William M. Canby, March 1883. 
George S. Capelle, January 1898. 
Samuel H. Baynard, October 1900. 
J. Newlin Gawthrop, November 1895. 
Henry A. DuPoNT, March 1883. 
William P. Bancroft, " " 

John M. Rogers, November 1898. 

Jos. L. Carpenter, Jr., January 1895. 
Dennis J. Menton, September 1886. 
Samuel Bancroft, Jr., November 1895. 



Term Expires. 

Dec. 31, 1907. 



1906. 



1905. 



1904. 



1903. 



MEMBERS EX.OFFICIO. 

George M. Fisher, Mayor. 

Charles H. Blaine, President of Council. 

James Kane, Chairman Finance Committee of Council. 

Geo. H. Bough man. Chief Engineer of Surveying Department. 

OFFICERS. 

William M. Canby, President. 

Theodore A. Leisen, Engineer and Secretary. 

William Bush, Treasurer. 



OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER and SUPERINTENDENT, 
Corner Lovering Avenue and Du Pont Street. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

William M. Canby, Chairman. 
J. Newlin Gawthrop. 
Samuel H. Baynard. 



MEMBERS OF PREVIOUS YEARS. 



Edward Betts, 
George H. Bates, 



Date of Appointment. 

March 1883. 

\ March 1883. 

( September 1887. 

Jos. L. Carpenter, Jr., March 1883. 
William Canby, 

Francis N. Buck, " " 

J. Taylor Gause, " " 

Thomas F. Bayard, " " 

George W. Bush, 



Date of Resignation. 

January 1885. 

September 1886. 

December 1894. 

April 1887. 

October 1895. 
November 1895. 

December 1897. 

Died. 

Sept. 28, 1898. 
June 12, 1900. 



OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 
MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Area Total Area 
in Acres, in Acres. 

North Brandywine Park, 100.60 

South Brandywine Park, 73-22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, . . 14.83 

Rockford Park, 71-37 

260.02 

SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., 4.45 
Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Streets, 5.34 
Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street, 7.35 

17.14 

277.16 
OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 
Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 
Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, 2.89 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., .12 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., .12 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, .17 
Soldiers' Monum't, Del. Ave. and Broome St., .09 

12.5s 



Total Area of Parks, 289.71 

Population of Wilmington in 1 900, 76,500 

Area of Wilmington in 1900, . . . .10.18 square miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 264 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT FOR 1902. 



To the Board of Park Commissioners y 

Gentlemen: — In compiling the record of work done 
under this Board, for the year ending December 31, 1902. 
I have included a statement of the Elliott purchase, which, 
while it did not take place until the latter part of January 
1903, comes within the fiscal year covered by the financial 
statement, and properly finds a place in this report. 

ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

It is with a feeling of very general satisfaction that we 
are enabled to record the consummation of the arrangements 
whereby the city becomes possessed of that portion of the 
J. Cloud Elliott estate lying south of Eighteenth Street 
extended, and east of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
Since the first purchase of land for Park purposes, the 
desirability of acquiring this tract has been manifest to all 
who have been familiar with the situation on the north side 
of the Brandywine, and unavailing efforts have been made 
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in the past to compass this end. The original plan outlined 
by the committee having the matter in hand in 1885 
included this tract in the lands to be acquired, but insur- 
mountable obstacles intervened, and the purchase was 
delayed. Finally, during the latter part of 1 902, negotia- 
tions were started with a view to the purchase of this land, 
and aided by the hearty co-operation of the members of 
City Council, were brought to a successful termination, and 
on the last day of January of this year the necessary papers 
were executed, and this land came into possession of the 
City. The land was purchased with the proceeds of a 
special sale of bonds issued for the purpose, and it is grati- 
fying to note that these bonds were secured by a local 
institution at i.o7j^,^ving.the-eity a premium of 12,137.50 
on the thirty thousiftd- dollar isVue. 

The situation of-'ilfe Elliott tract was such as to 
virtually divide North Bran^ywine Park into two parts, 
leaving the westerly; section Jrv^tc^feiWe, and furthermore 
any comprehensive scheme of improvements was blocked 
at the outset by the inability to reach the desired ends 
without encroaching on this tract. The plans which have 
been designed for the development of North Brandywine 
Park can now be matured, and it is hoped they will be per- 
fected and carried out in the near future. 

PAVILION IN NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

The concrete pavilion near the north end of Washing- 
ton Street Bridge was completed according to contract in 
October, at the contract price of |2,7io.cx:), there being no 
extras. The long delay in completing this structure was 
the cause of considerable critical comment, but as the delay 
entailed no additional expense to the City, and as the final 
result is ample justification for the great efforts made to 
erect a structure of permanent value, the lapse of time con- 
sumed can now be overlooked. 
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CLAYTON STREET BRIDGE. 

The reconstruction of Clayton Street Bridge which was 
unfinished at the writing of the last annual report, was com- 
pleted early in the year. The total cost of this work, 
including superintendence was $6,253.18, of which amount 
the Street and Sewer Department refunded one-half. The 
roadway over the bridge has been filled in to grade, and the 
section of Lovering Avenue between the two ends of the 
Park Drive will probably be macadamized next season. 

BARLEY MILL DAM. 

One of the principal structures designed to have been 
built during the past year, in accordance with the general 
plan of improvements outlined in 1 9CX:), was the Dam across 
the Brandywine at or near the site of the old Barley Mill. 
The plans provided for a concrete structure which would 
raise the water in the dam about two and one-half feet above 
the present level, and would back the water nearly to the 
Third Dam. A walk ten feet wide was provided for on the 
crest of the dam, supported by a series of low flat arches, 
under which the overflow would pass at ordinary stages of 
the river, leaving the walk dry and passable for about three 
hundred and thirty days in the year. When the water 
flowing over the crest of the Third Dam, exceeded nine 
inches in depth, it would flood the proposed path, and from 
the records of several years, this would only occur on an 
average of thirty to forty days in the year. Two objects 
were to be fulfilled by the construction of this dam — im- 
proved facilities for skating and boating, and better means 
of intercommunication between North and South Brandy- 
wine Parks. As the water in the dam could be controlled 
to some extent by gates, and a fairly uniform level main- 
tained (except in times of freshets) a much longer period of 
good skating would be insured than exists at present under 
purely natural conditions, and in addition, means are readily 
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available for flooding the ice to improve the surface. Dur- 
ing the summer the confined body of water would make a 
safe and pleasant boating resort. 

Proposals were invited for constructing the dam accord- 
ing to the plans and specifications prepared, and several 
bids were received. Simmons & Bro., whose bid of 
14,450.90 was the lowest one submitted, were awarded the 
contract, and arrangements were being made for proceeding 
immediately with the work of construction, when the Wm. 
Lea & Sons Co. threatened to place an injunction on the 
work, unless some agreeifient were first entered into between 
the City and the Wm. Lea & Sons Co., safeguarding the 
Lea interests in the water-rights. This department, desirous 
of carrying out the work without delay, made every eflFort 
to have such an agreement prepared, but up to the present 
time no conditions have been found which seem to meet 
the approval of the attorney for the Wm. Lea & Sons Co. 
Pending some satisfactory arrangements, the execution of 
this important work is blocked, and the pleasure which its 
completion would aflFord to the' large mass of people, both 
old and young, is denied them. 

In anticipation of the construction of the dam, a new 
steel bridge was built across the North Race, and approaches 
made to connect therewith, and since the acquisition of the 
Elliott addition to North Brandywine Park, the necessity 
for this means of communication is more strongly empha- 
sized than before. 

FOOTWALKS. 

There were 31,857 square feet of Tar Walks laid dur- 
ing the past season as follows : North Brandywine Park, 
7,956 square feet; South Brandywine Park, 10,354 square 
feet, and Kirkwood Park, 13,547 square feet; the average 
cost of which, including all excavations and foundations was 
8^Q- cents per square foot (75Yir cents per square yard). 
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CURBING AND SIDEWALKS. 

Granite curb was put in on Wawaset Street from 
Jackson to Van Buren; on Scott Street from Wawaset 
Street to the Park Drive, and on Lovering Avenue near 
Union Street. Cement sidewalks were laid on Van Buren 
Street from Lovering Avenue to the Park Drive; on 
Adams Street from Wawaset Street to the Park Drive ; at 
the north end of Washington Street Bridge from the Boul- 
evard to the Pavilion, and on Maple and Franklin Streets 
at Delamore Park. The average cost of all cement pave- 
ments was 1 1. 3 5 per square yard. 

MACADAMIZING. 

Red Oak Road was macadamized from Riverview to 
Greenhill Avenue at a cost of 47 cents per square yard. 
Rockford Park Drive also was macadamized from the 
point where it enters the woods to its intersection with Park 
Avenue extended, and a short branch road around the Ob- 
servatory was graded and macadamized. This work is not 
completed, as the finishing coat of screenings remains to be 
put on, and the road requires thorough rolling before it will 
be in good condition. The cost to date has been at the 
rate of 39 cents per square yard, including such grading as 
was necessary. The final cost will be about 45 cents per 
yard. 

GRADING. 

Kentmere Road from its intersection with Riddle 
Avenue to the boundary of the Park lands was graded for 
a width of twenty-one feet in compliance with the terms of 
the agreement with William M. Field, and this road should 
be macadamized in fulfillment of said agreement. 

Grading was also started on the extension of Rockford 
Park Drive, with the intention of making a return road 
around the easterly slope of Mt. Salem. This work was 
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commenced in conjunction with the grading of Park Ave- 
nue from Church Lane to Pennsylvania Avenue. Owing 
to the unfavorable weather the latter work, which is being 
done by the Street and Sewer Department was discontinued, 
but will be started again in the Spring. 

PAVILION IN ROCKFORD PARK. 

A rustic shelter was erected in the lower woods in 
Rockford Park, at a point where picnic parties are wont 
to gather. The pavilion is 30 by 45 feet, with cement 
floor and foundation, rustic cedar superstructure, and shin- 
gle roof. It was built under contract for I758.27. 

• EDEN PARK WALL. 

Ever since the construction of the entrance at Eden 
Park, the necessity for extending the walls on both sides 
thereof has been very evident, and during the past season 
this work was undertaken and the walls built up for the 
entire length of the Park frontage on New Castle Avenue, 
the sidewalk graded, and the slope back of the wall trimmed 
and sodded. 

Eden Park is the site of an old mansion house around 
which were centered some historical facts of national as well 
as local interest, and with a view to perpetuating its history 
a tablet has been built in the wall on which it is designed to 
record in the form of an inscription such facts as a more 
thorough research into the annals of the locality may bring 
to light. 

One of the old milestones placed to mark the distances 
between Philadelphia and New Castle — and this was one of 
the first roads in this country to have such milestones — has 
been reproduced and built into the wall. 

Theodore A. Leisen, 

Engineer and Superintendent. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1902. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance, $ 8,590.14 

Annual Appropriation, $15,000.00 

Sale of Bonds, 1 5,000.00 

Rents from Houses, 13329.05 

Receipts from Swimming Pool, . . 134-40 

Interest, 285.47 

Sundries, i9-i5 

131^768.07 

Received from St. and Sewer Dept. 
Quota of cost of Reconstruction 

of Clayton Street Bridge, . . $ 3,126.59 
Received from H. S. Goldey, 
Quota of cost of Concrete Curb 
at Sixteenth and Washington 

Streets, $ 69.60 

$ 33I96.19 



*43>S54-40 



EXPENDITURES. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 1,840.67 

Police, 5,130.82 

Maintenance, 1,937.22 

General Expenses 601.72 

Lighting, 513-44 

Repairs to Buildings, 252.46 

Repairs to Glen Avenue, .... 197-97 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . 886.82 



$11,361.12 $43,554.40 
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Brought forward, |ii,36i,i2 143,554.40 

Repairs to Park Drive West to 

Market, 297.60 

Repairs to Rockford Driveway, . 323.79 

Swimming Pool, 272.25 

Planting, 166.17 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, SS^7^ 

Footwalks, 2,700.34 

Sidewalks, i>732.09 

Curbing, 650*54 

Grading R'kford Drive Extension, 243-62 

Grading Kentmere Road, .... 261.56 

Grading Eden Park, 174-53 

Macadamizing Sixteenth Street, . 261.08 
Macadamizing Park Drive Clayton 

to Riddle's Road, 138.51 

Macadamizing Red Oak Road, . 650.56 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive, . 4,282.05 

Drainage, 305.18 

Improvements to Banks and Road, 797-77 

Clayton Street Bridge, 2,612.70 

Pavilion North Brandy wine Park, 2,710.00 

Pavilion Rockford Park, .... 758.27 

Approach to Barley Mill Dam, . 106.75 

Bridge over North Race, .... 197-99 

Foot Bridges, 52.60 

Fish Ponds, 46.95 

Steps at Van Buren Street, ... 139.50 

Settees and Tables, 262.62 

Eden Park Wall, 1,454.56 

Tools and Implements, .... 94.81 

133,111.21 



Balance, 1 10,443. 19 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1902. 

ON ACCOUNT OF MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 
Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Labor, |i,6ii.8o 

Material, lo.oo 

$ 1,621.80 

Police. 

Salaries, $2,920.05 

Uniforms and Materials, . . . . ^S^'3S 

$ 3,071.40 

Maintenance. 

Labor, $1,446.88 

Material, . . 140.56 

Hauling, 204«3i 

$ 1,791-75 

General Expenses. 

Labor, $ 106.67 

Material, 50.65 

Miscellaneous, 37^.21 

$ 5^9-53 

Lighting. 

Labor, $ 65.60 

Material, 102.43 

Electric Current, i33-7i 

^ $ 301.74 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 121. 71 

Material, 130.75 

$ 252.46 

$ 7,568.68 
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Brought forward, $ 7,568.68 

Repairs to Glen Avenue. 

Labor, $ 72.22 

Hauling, ^^5-75 

$ 197.97 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor, $ 151.35 

Material, 599-^2 

Hauling, 136.25 

$ 886.82 

Repairs to Park Drive West to Market. 

Labor, $ 43.00 

Material, 254.60 

$ 297.60 

Repairs to Rockford Driveway. 

Labor, $ 236.29 

Hauling, 87.50 

$ 323-79 
Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 221.35 

Material, 50.90 

- $ 272.25 

Planting. 

Labor, $ 48.20 

Material, . . 9^-85 

Hauling, 25.12 

$ 166.17 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund. 

Labor, $ 36.20 

Material, i9-50 

--— $ 55.70 

$ 9,768.98 
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Brought forward, $ 9,768.98 

Footwalks. 

Labor, $ 579.00 

Material, 824.70 

Hauling, 148.34 

$ 1,552.04 

Sidewalks. 

Contract, $1,041.49 

Labor, 22.80 

Material, 2.20 

$ 1,066.49 

Curbing. 

Contract, $ 330.57 

Labor, 99-97 

Material, 212.50 

Hauling, 7.50 

$ 650.54 

Grading Rockford Drive Extension. 

Labor, $ 36.00 

Material, 10.67 

Hauling, 196.95 

$ 243.62 

Grading Kentmere Road. 

Labor, $ 184.31 

Material, 2.00 

Hauling, 75.25 

$ 261.56 

Macadamizing Sixteenth Street. 

Labor, $ 54.75 

Material, 206.33 

$ 261.08 

$13,804.31 
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Brought forward, $13,804.31 

Macadamizing Park Drive, Clayton 
Street to Riddle's Road. 

Labor, $ 67.00 

Material, . 45«oi 

Hauling, 26.50 

-$ 138.51 

Macadamizing Red Oak Road. 

Labor, $ 138.80 

Material, 421.51 

Hauling, 90«^5 

$ 650.56 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive. 

Labor, $ 604.64 

Material, 2,837.71 

Hauling, 839.70 

$ 4,282.05 

Drainage. 

Labor, $ 147-70 

Material, 157-48 

$ 305-18 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 465.25 

Material, 164.10 

Hauling, 168.42 

$ 797-77 

Clayton Street Bridge. 

Contract, $1,950.00 

Labor, 572.10 

Material, 81.85 

Hauling, 8.75 

$ 2,612.70 

$22,591.08 
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Brought forward, $22,591.08 

Pavilion North Brandywine Park. 

Contract, $ 2,710.00 

Pavilion Rockford Park. 

Contract, $ 758.27 

Approach to Barley Mill Dam. 

Labor, $ 42.00 

Hauling, 64.75 

$ 106.75 

Bridge across North Race. 

Labor, $ 76.74 

Material, 121.25 

$ 197.99 

Foot Bridges. 

Labor, $ 33.25 

Material, ^9-35 

- $ 52.60 

Fish Ponds. 

Labor, $ 46.95 

Steps at Van Buren Street. 

Labor, $ 18.00 

Material, 121.50 

$ 139.50 

Settees and Tables. 

Material, $ 262.62 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ 94.81 

Total on Account of Main Park System, . $26,960.57 
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Brought forward, $26,960.5^7 

On Account of Kirkvood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 91.03 

Police, 674.50 

General Expenses, 30.08 

Footwalks, 1,148.30 

Labor, 35.47 

Material, 32.90 

Hauling, 12.65 

Lighting, 77.83 

$ 2,102.76 

On Account of Delamore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 36.81 

Police, 673.50 

General Expenses, 12.03 

Sidewalks, (Contract) 665.60 

Labor, 6.00 

Material, 3.00 

Lighting, 107.31 

$ 1,504.25 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $91.03 

Police, 711-42 

General Expenses, 30.08 

Wall along Front, 1,454.56 

Grading, 174.53 

Labor, 35-22 

Material, 2.48 

Hauling, 17.75 

Lighting, 26.56 

$ 2,543.63 

J33>m-2i 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 
"MAINTENANCE'' AND "CONSTRUCTION.'' 

MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 540.60 

Police, 3,071.40 

Maintenance, 1,791.75 

General Expenses, ^ 76.51 

Lighting, 301.74 

Repairs to Buildings, 251.46 

Repairs to Glen Avenue, .... 197.97 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, 886.82 
Repairs to Park Drive, West to 

Market, 297.60 

Repairs to Rockford Driveway, . 323.79 

Swimming Pool, 272.25 

Planting, 166.17 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 55-70 

Settees and Tables, 262.62 

Tools and Implements, .... 31.61 

$8,628.99 

Kirkwood Park, 893.90 

Delamore Park, 819.09 

Eden Park, 832.86 

$11,174.84 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $1,081.20 

General Expenses, 3 53 -02 

Footwalks, 1,552.04 

$2,986.26 $11,174.84 
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Brought forward, $2,986.26 $11,174.84 

Sidewalks, 1,066.49 

Curbing, 650.54 

Grading Rockford Drive Exten- 
sion, 243.62 

Grading Kentmere Road, . . . 261.56 
Macadamizing Sixteenth Street, . 261.08 
Macadamizing Park Drive, Clay- 
ton Street to Riddle's Road, . 138.51 
Macadamizing Red Oak Road, . 650.56 
Macadamizing Rockford Drive, . 4,282.05 

Drainage, 305.18 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, 797*77 

Clayton Street Bridge, 2,612.70 

Pavilion North Brandywine Park, 2,710.00 

Pavilion Rockford Park, . . . . 758.27 

Approach to Barley Mill Dam, . 106.75 

Bridge across North Race, . . . 197-99 

Foot Bridges, 52.60 

Fish Ponds, 46.95 

Steps at Van Buren Street, . . . i39«5o 

Tools and Implements, .... 63.20 

$18,331-58 

Kirkwood Park, 1,208.86 

Delamore Park, 685.16 

Eden Park, 1,710.77 

- $21,936.37 

$33>m-2i 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other ani- 
mals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or dis- 
tribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 
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PIVOT ROCK. 



To the City Council of IVilmington, 
Gentlemen: — 

In accordance with the act creating the Board 
of Park Commissioners, I herewith submit its report for 
1903, in which you will find the reports of the Superintend- 
ent and Treasurer, giving the information required by law 
to be submitted to your Honorable Body. 

Respectfully, 

Wm. M. Canby, 

President, 



THE NEW YOhK 

publk: library, 



A8T0R, LiNOX AND 
TILDEN FOUNO*! lONfi. 




ICE SCARRED TREES AFTER FRESHETS. 



PRESENT BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 

Date of Appointment. Term Expires. 

Dennis J. Menton, September, 1886. Dec. 31, 1908. 

Samuel Bancroft, Jr., November, 1895. " " " 

William M. Canby, March, 1883. " " 1907. 

George S, Capelle, January, 1898. " " " 

Samuel H. Baynard, October, 1900, " " 1906, 

J. Newlin Gawthrop, November, 1895. " " " 

Henry A. DuPont, March, 1883. " " 1905- 

William P. Bancroft, " " " " 

John M. Rogers, November, 1898. " " 1904. 

Jos, L. Carpenter, Jr., January, 1895. " " " 

MEMBERS EX^OFFICIO. 

Charles D. Bird, Mayor. 

Francis J. McNulty, President of City Council, 

James Kane, Chairman Finance Committee of City Council. 

Geo. H. Boughman, Chief Engineer of Surveying Department. 

OFFICERS. 

William M. Canby, President. 

William Bush, Treasurer. 

Theodore A. hEisEi^y Engineer and Superintendent. 

(Resigned May 31, 1903.) 

Alexander J. Taylor, Engineer and Superintendent. 

(Appointed December i, 1903.) 

Theodore A. Leisen, Consulting Engineer. 

(Appointed June i, 1903.) 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT OF 1903. 



'To the Board of Park Commissioners: 

Gentlemen: — Below will be found a brief resume of 
the work done during the past year, followed by the finan- 
cial statement. In looking over the latter, and comparing 
it with similar statements for former years, it would be well 
to bear in mind, the factj that the last Legislature passed a 
law, constituting eight hours a working day for city em- 
ployees. Since the first of July, we, in conjunction with 
the other city departments, have been working in compliance 
with the law and have been paying $1.50 for eight hours 
work, instead of the same amount for ten hours. In con- 
sequence, each amount, under the sub-head labor, has been 
increased by 25 per cent, during that period. 

ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

Practically no land has been acquired during the year, 
the only piece, consisting of a small plot near Fifteenth and 
Market Streets, comprising all the land owned by Mrs. 
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Charles G. Rumford east of the westerly side of Market 
Street extended. This was deeded for park purposes in 
consideration : ( i ) Of this department laying a drain from the 
sewer in Market Street to the westerly side of Market Street 
extended, at a point convenient for entrance into a new house 
to be erected on her property. This, however, to be subject 
to the regular city sewer lien. (2) Of the construction of a 
driveway, from Market Street to the same house, to be 
eight feet in width ending in a circle of sixteen feet diameter. 

An agreement was entered into with the Street and 
Sewer Department, by which, they were to construct the 
drain and charge the cost to this department. The total 
length is eighty feet and it is built of terra cotta pipe six 
inches in diameter. The entire cost was ^357.85; toward 
this amount, Mrs. Rumford paid the sewer lien of $229.90 
leaving $127.95 *^ ^^^ actual cost to this department.- The 
great expense of the work was due to the large amount of 
rock encountered, in fact, the excavation was almost wholly 
in rock throughout its entire lengthy 

l^he severe weather this winter has caused the delay in 
starting construction on the driveway, which will be built as 
soon as frost leaves the ground in the spring. 

GRADING LOVERING AVENUE. 
It was decided to grade Lovering Avenue, so that curb 
and inlets could be built at necessary points, to avoid the 
great amount of washing of park land, after a heavy storm. 
This grading has been going on for several months and 
is still uncompleted, the cold weather causing a delay. The 
work consists of the erecting of a dry masonry retaining wall 
on the northerly side of Lovering Avenue, both east and 
west of Franklin Street, the total length being about 400 feet. 
This dry wall will be supplemented by a small parapet wall, 
built of cement masonry. There will be 825 cubic yards 
in the entire structure, of this approximately 270 cubic yards 
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have been completed, the work being done by day labor at 
a cost of $2.09 per yard. In addition to this, the grading 
of the same side of the avenue between Hancock and Rod- 
ney Streets has been in progress at the same time. This 
section is entirely in excavation and contains quite a large 
amount of stone. It is from here that the stone for the 
retaining wall and the earth necessary for the back filling 
has been obtained. 

This excavation is being done in connection with the 
Street and Sewer Department, they agreeing to bear the ex- 
pense of the grading outside of the curb line. The total 
excavation amounts to 2,987 cubic yards, of this 2,130 
yards comprise the portion, the expense of which will be 
borne by the Board of Park Commissioners, At present, 
the work is about half finished. 

The work is being done by contract and was let, at first, 
to Edward McGaughey at a price of 42 J/^ cents per cubic yard. 
He was unable to obtain satisfactory labor, and gave up the 
contract, which was some time afterwards awarded to James 
Dougherty on his bid of 49 cents per cubic yard. 

CEMENT CURBS AND GUTTERS. 

A cement curb and gutter has been built on both sides 
of Eighteenth Street, between the Boulevard and Monroe 
Street. This conforms in section with our standard for such 
work and was done by contract by the A. S. Reed & Bro. 
Co. at their bid of 67 cents per lineal foot. The amount 
of the work included 533 feet on the southerly side of the 
street, forming the border line of the Park and 507 feet on 
the northerly side. 

The total cost were divided up among several parties; 
the Street and Sewer Department paying 25 cents per lineal 
foot on both sides of the street, or for the entire i ,040 feet, 
the Park paying the remaining cost for the 533 feet on the 
southerly side, and the balance of the amount due being 
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borne by the owners of the several properties fronting on 
Eighteenth Street. 

A cement curb and gutter has also been contracted for, 
on the southerly side of the Kentmere Driveway, from Bay- 
ard Avenue to Woodlawn and Shallcross Avenues. 

This work is similar to that on Eighteenth Street, 
and is being done by the A. S. Reed & Bro. Co. for 67 cents 
per lineal foot; the owners of the abutting properties agreeing 
to pay 50 cents per lineal foot toward the cost of the work. 
Construction has been started upon this, and^ up to the time 
that cold weather necessitated its discontinuance, 157 feet 
had been completed. 

This work, in connection with the uncompleted resur- 
facing of the driveway within the same limits, has caused 
that portion of the road to be blocked off all winter. 

ROCKFOKD PARK DRIVEWAY. 

Rockford Park Drive, which was graded and macad- 
amized last year, from its entrance into the woods, to its 
intersection with Park Avenue extended, and which was 
unfinished at the writing of last report, has had the finish- 
ing coat of screenings put upon it and rolled. The cost of 
last year's work amounted to 39 cents per square yard and 
the additional cost this year is 17 cents, making the final 
cost 56 cents per square yard. 

• The grading of Rockford Park Return Drive, started 
in the fall of 1902, has been completed and for a portion of 
its length macadamized. To obtain the necessary earth for 
making the fills along this drive, an agreement was made 
with the Street and Sewer Department, who were grading 
Park Avenue from Church Lane to Pennsylvania Avenue, 
whereby, the Park paid 12^ cents per cubic yard for the 
earth delivered on the drive, the quantity obtained from this 
source being 2,658 cubic yards. The average cost of grad- 
ing over the entire extent, including the work done in 1902, 
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amounted to 26 cents per square yard. Starting from the 
connection with the main drive, 620 feet in length have been 
macadamized at a cost of 50 cents per square yard, making 
for this completed portion a total cost of 76 cents per 
square yard. 

ROCKFORD TOWER OBSERVATORY. 

During the year, this observatory has been opened to 
the public, the City Council and the E. I. du Pont de Ne- 
mours & Co. having reached an agreement in this respect. 

This has been taken advantage of by a great many 
people, especially on Sundays and holidays, and has been a 
source of great enjoyment. 

At present, it is cared for by the guard in Rockford 
Park through the week, an extra man being placed on 
duty there Sundays and special occasions. This arrange- 
ment works very well and it will not be necessary to have a 
special care-taker, except, possibly for a few months during 
the summer. 

SWIMMING POOL. 

The swimming pool continues to be an attractive feat- 
ure. Although last summer was comparatively cool the 
patronage was on a par with that of previous years. 

The total number of patrons being 16,030, divided 
into 13,280 male and 2,750 female bathers. The paid at- 
tendance amounted to 1,283 ^^^^ ^^^ 638 female bathers, 
the revenue from whom, at 10 cents per person, amounted 
to $192.10 making the swimming pool nearly self-support- 
ing, the amount expended upon it being $221.00. 

During the year the City Council sent a communication 
to the Park Board enclosing a resolution passed April 30, 
1903, recommending the establishment of a public bath 
house in Delamore Park. 

Mr. McCafFerty, councilman from Tenth Ward, also 
presented at the same meeting a petition signed by a large 
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number of citizens advocating the same measure. The 
Board felt in thorough accord with the project and it met 
with their hearty approval, the only obstacle being a lack of 
necessary funds to construct the bath house, which would 
cost several thousand dollars. It is hoped that in the near 
future a way may be found by which the necessary funds 
may be obtained and the project carried to completion. 

REPAIRS TO KENTMERE DRIVEWAY. 

Repairs to this drive were rendered necessary on ac- 
count of storms during the year, washing it considerably. 
To remedy this, the gutters and the inlets were remodled 
and the road resurfaced. This work is yet in an uncom- 
plete state and has cost to date $3,359.39- However, as 
soon as the weather is fit, the work will be pushed to com- 
pletion. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PUMP AND WELL. 

Last summer, Mr. S. H. Baynard requested and ob- 
tained permission to sink a 6 inch artesian well in North 
Brandywine Park, at the edge of the woods, south of Eigh- 
teenth Street, at Madison Street. This well was sunk to a 
depth of 51 feet, the water standing at a depth of 26 feet 
below the surface. An iron pump was placed in the well 
and a cement curb built around it. The cost of the well 
and pump being borne by Mr. Baynard, while the Park 
paid for the curb. 

CIRCULAK SEATS IN CONCR€TE PAVILION. 

Plans were made and bids received for circular seats in 
the pavilion at the north end of Washington Street Bridge. 
The Belmont Iron Works bidding $115.00 and the Beth- 
lehem Foundry and Machine Co. J 80.00. The latter com- 
pany received the award. As yet, no delivery has been 
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made, but they will probably be put in place in the early 
Spring. 

NEW WORK. 

It is proposed to raise the ground level in the vicinity 
of the Pavilion in South Brandywine Park above flood 
height. It is, perhaps, not feasible to do away with the 
flooding of this section entirely on account of the excessive 
amount of filling required. The ground, however, will be 
raised to the level of the present walk and the outer slope 
rip rapped. This will prevent the great amount of wash 
now following even an ordinary flood. At present all the 
trees in that locality show where the ice of this winter's 
freshet rubbed large places bare of bark and the roots of 
several are almost entirely exposed. 

As mentioned in the report last year, the Park received 
a valuable addition in the purchase of a tract of land from 
the J. Cloud Elliott estate south of Eighteenth Street. The 
acquisition of this land opens up possibilities for the im- 
provement of North Brandywine Park which non-owner- 
ship of this portion has blocked up to the present time. 
This portion of the Park is unknown to the people at large 
and it is hoped, that progress may soon be made in im- 
proving it and rendering it easy of access. 

Alexander J. Taylor, 

Engineer and Superintendent, 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending December 31st, 1903. 

KECEIPTS. 

Balance, ^10,443. 19 

Annual Appropriation, $15,000.00 

Rent from Houses, 1,331.50 

Receipts from Swimming Pool, . . 192.10 

Interest, 1 57-31 

Cash from Water Department for 

Labor at Rattlesnake Run Sewer, 137.82 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 105.24 

Sale of Stone, 34.00 

Lumber, Settees and Ice Cream 

privilege, 33.60 

Sale of Old Iron, 18.00 

Right of way for Hartmann & Feh- 

renbach's Sewer, 10.00 

Fine, 5.00 

Sundries, 6.10 

$17,030.67 



Total, $27,473.86 
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EXPENDITURES. 



Engineering and Superintendence, $ 1,971.90 

Police, 5,130.96 

Maintenance, 2,779.88 

General Expenses, 725.00 

Lighting, 380-32 

Repairs to Buildings, 245.21 

Tools and Implements, 68.21 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . . 3)359-39 

Macadamizing Rockford Road, . 2,553.97 

Grading Rockford Road, .... 1,246.28 

Lovering Ave. Retaining Wall, 564.98 

Grading Lovering Ave., .... 544.88 

Grading Lot at Foot of West St., 396.75 

Improvements to Roads and Banks, 413.73 

Footwalks, 295.13 

Curbing, 223.86 

Drainage, 221.83 

Swimming Pool, 221.00 

Grading and Sodding Kirkwood 

Park, 144-65 

Planting, etc., 139-05 

Steps at Franklin Street, .... 31-36 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 28.50 

Foot Bridges, 8.16 

Settees, 3-93 

Balance, 5^774-93 



127,473.86 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 
For the Year Ending December 31st, 1903. 

ON ACCOUNT OF MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Labor, $ 1,742.95 

Police. 

Salaries, $2,972.21 

Uniforms and Materials, .... 149.80 

$ 3,122.01 

Maintenance. 

Labor, $2,301.23 

Material, 58.15 

Hauling, 338.10 

$ 2,697.48 

General Expenses. 

Labor, $ 160.00 

Material, 103.66 

Miscellaneous, 440.82 

$ 644.48 

Lighting. 

Labor, $ 8.64 

Material, 24.53 

Electric Current, 145.42 

$ 178-59 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 116.40 

Material, 128.81 

$ 245.21 



$ 8,630.72 
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Brought forward, $ 8,630.72 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ 67.16 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor, $ 685.34 

Material, 2,061.87 

Hauling, 612.18 

$ 3.359-39 

Macadamizing Kockford Koad. 

Labor, $ 237.68 

Material, 1,838.10 

Hauling, 483.19 

2,553.97 

Grading KockFord Koad. 

Labor, $ 974.58 

Hauling, 271.70 

$ 1,246.28 

Lovering Avenue Ketaining Wall. 

Labor, $ 521.35 

Hauling, 43.63 

$ 564-98 

Grading Lovering Avenue. 

Contract, $ 544.88 

Grading Lot at Foot of West Street. 

Labor, $ 255.19 

Hauling, 141-^ 

$ 396.75 



I17.364-13 
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Brought forward, 117,364.13 

Improvements to Koads and Banks. 

Labor, $ 284.98 

Hauling, ' 128.75 

$ 413-73 

Footwalks. 

Labor, $ 128.48 

Material, 121.65 

Hauling, 45.00 

$ 295.13 

Curbing. 

Contract, $ 223.86 

Drainage. 

Labor, $ 45.77 

Material, 175-34 

$ 221. II 

Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 221.00 

Planting. 

Labor, \ ..... $ 17.08 

Material, 40.22 

Hauling, 81.75 

$ 139-05 

Steps at Franklin Street. 

Contract, $ 15.00 

Material, 16.36 

$ 3^-3^ 

Foot Bridges. 

Material, $ 8.16 

Settees. I 

Material, $ 3.93 

Total Expenditures for Main Park System, J 18,921.46 
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Brought forward, $18,921.46 

On Account of Kirkwood Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 87.80 

Police, 670.85 

General Expenses, 30.87 

Lighting, • • 71.84 

Labor, 89.15 

Material, 7.12 

Hauling, 96.45 

. $ 1,054.08 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 67.75 

Police, 667.25 

General Expenses, 23.85 

Lighting, 28.77 

Labor, 21.05 

Material, 4.00 

$ 812.67 

On Account of Delamore Park. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 73.40 

Police, 670.85 

General Expenses, 25.80 

Lighting, 101.12 

Labor, 10.00 

Material, 1.05 

$ 882.22 

On Account of Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund. 

Labor, $ 22.50 

Material, 6.00 

28.50 

$21,698.93 
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SUBDIVISON OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 

''MAINTENANCE" AND ''CONSTRUCTION." 

MAINTENANCE. 

Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $1,045.77 

Police, 3,122.01 

Maintenance, 2,697.48 

General Expenses, 590.77 

Lighting, 178.59 

Repairs to Buildings, 245.21 

Tools and Implements, .... 61.51 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . 3y3S9'39 
Improvements to Roads and 

Banks, 67.50 

Swimming Pool, 221.00 

Foot Bridges, 8.16 

Settees, 3.93 

111,601.32 

Kirkwood Park, 1,054.08 

Eden Park, 812.67 

Delamore, 882.22 

. Gilpin and Park Aves.Tree Fund, 28.50 

$14,378.79 



CONSTRUCTION. 
Maun Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, $ 697. 1 8 

General Expenses, 53-71 

Tools and Implements, .... . 5.65 



$ 756.54 |i4>378-79 
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Brought forward, $ 756.54 $14,378.79 

Macadamizing Rockford Road, 2,553.97 

Grading Rockford Road, . . . 1,246.28 

Lovering Ave. Retaining Wall, 564.98 

Grading Lovering Avenue, . . 544.88 

Grading Lot at Foot of West St., 396.75 
Improvements to Roads and 

Banks, 
Footwalks, 



Curbing, 

Drainage, 

Planting, 

Steps at Franklin Street, 



346.23 

295-13 

223.86 

221. II 

139-05 
31-36 



$ 7,320.14 



$21,698.93 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other ani- 
mals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 



No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or dis- 
tribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

Penalties, $5.00 to $10.00 
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THE '*BRANNVIN" ON A RAMPAGE. 



OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 



Area Total Area 
in Acres, in Acres. 



North Brandy wine Park, 100.60 

South Brandywine Park, 73-22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, . . 14.83 

Rockford Park, 71-37 

260.02 

SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh jand Kirkwood Sts., 4.45 
Delamore Park, Broom and Maple Streets, . 5.34 
Eden Park, Newcastle Avenue and F Street, 7.35 

17.14 



277.16 



OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 
Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 
Franklin Park, Eighth and Broom Streets, 2.89 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., .12 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., .12 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, .17 
Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broom St., .09 

12.55 

Total Area of Parks, 289.71 

Miles of Driveway, . 3.86 

Population of Wilmington in 1900, 76,500 

Area of Wilmington in 1900, . . . .10.18 square miles 

One Acre of Park Land to 264 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 
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UP THE HILLSIDE. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S • REPORT 



Board of Park Commissioners, 

Gentlemen : — ^I respectfully submit the following as 
a record of the transactions of this department, during the 
year ending December 31, 1904. Included in this, you 
will also find the financial statement, showing the cost of 
the various items of work done. 

EXTRA APPROPRIATION. 

In preparing the estimate of expenditures for the year 
1904-05, the Board found that to complete the improve- 
ments in progress and in contemplation, it would be necessary 
to secure an extra appropriation of 1 10,000. Accordingly, 
on June 16, a communication was sent to City Council, ask- 
ing that bonds be issued for that amount. This was agreed 
to and the bonds were sold on October i, to Scott & Co. of 
Wilmington, at 104.15. These were issued under author- 
ity of an act of the Legislature passed at their session of 
1 901, authorizing the Mayor and Council to issue bonds 
for a sum or sums not to exceed in the aggregate $50,000 
for Park improvements. 

In 1 90 1, bonds were issued for $15,000 and again in 
1902 another issue of $15,000 was made, these together with 
thi bonds of this year make a total of $40,000, leaving a 
balance of $10,000 available at some future time for Park 
improvements. 
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EXTENSION OF AREA. 

Negoriarions are now in progress for the purchase of 
the ground lying between Pine and Kirkwood Streets, and 
between Twelfth Street and the Brandywine Creek, an area 
including streets that would be vacated of about 1.5 acres. 

This action was taken in response to a numerously 
signed petition from "citizens residing in the vicinity of and 
others interested in Kirkwood Park," asking that the tract 
mentioned be bought and utilized as a playground. On 
August 1 9, an option was obtained for ninety days, the pur- 
chase price to be $3,500. The Board then asked City 
Council for authority to make the purchase, and on Novem- 
ber 1 7, this was granted. At present the matter is in the 
hands of the Assistant City Solicitor for examination of 
title. 

Council also recommended the purchase of a lot on 
Pine Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets. As yet no 
action has been taken concerning this location. 

WATERING TROUGH. 

Permission was asked by and given to the Wilmington 
Fountain Society to place two watering troughs on Park 
property. One at Kirkwood Park on Eleventh Street 
between Spruce and Bennett Streets, and the other along 
the driveway in South Brandywine Park west of the Van 
Buren Street entrance. The former is of their standard 
type, hollowed out of a stone block and the latter is built 
up with a stone trough, held by two stone capped posts at 
a sufficient elevation to permit of horses drinking without 
being unreined. 

The driveway, at this point, has been widened somewhat 
to allow teams to stand at the trough without any danger 
of passing teams colliding with them. The cost of this, 
together with that of rebuilding the sewer inlet under the 
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trough, and furnishing and laying the pipe necessary to 
convey the water used from the spring about 200 feet dis- 
tant was borne by this department. The cost of the stone 
cut and set up complete was paid by Miss Mary Askew 
Mather, at whose request the Fountain Society undertook 
its erection. 

Another attractive fountain, and one which has been 
of very great service during the past summer, is located at 
Washington Street and Boulevard. This is dedicated to the 
memory of Lieutenant Clarke Churchman and was unveiled 
April 26, 1904. It was erected by the Blue Hen's Chickens 
Society, children of the American Revolution and by them 
presented to the Wilmington Fountain Society, who have 
the care of its maintenance. 

•THE ZOO." 

A very successful effort in laying the foundation for a 
future "Zoo" in North Brandywine Park has been made 
during the past year. It had its beginning in a letter from 
Dr. James H. Morgan addressed to the Board, advocating 
the starting of a "zoo" and stating that he was in a position 
to furnish a number of animals, provided the Park would 
erect the necessary shelters and fences. Offers being made 
by interested parties to pay for the latter, the Board granted 
the desired permission. The north fish pond was fenced 
in, the cost being borne by Mr. S. H. Baynard, and a num- 
ber of varieties of ducks and geese placed therein. A rustic 
cage donated by Mr. William Lawton was erected as a 
home for several grey squirrels. A stone dam was built 
across a small run and some gold fish placed in the pond 
formed. The Washington Heights Association, through 
Mr. Baynard, asked permission to place some deer in the 
park. This being granted, a deer run of about two acres 
was fenced in and at present there are two Virginia deer. 
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presented by Mr. David Luke, of Piedmont, Va., within 
the enclosure. There has also been presented by Wesley 
and Frank Davis three Belgian hares, by Mr. John D. 
Kelly, a sea turtle, which however died in the early fall and 
a sea gull by Captain Lewis Lingo. These have been a 
source of great pleasure and have attracted large crowds 
every Sunday and holiday, the children especially taking 
great delight in feeding the animals. Apparently there 
would not be much trouble in getting together quite a 
respectable "zoo" if we were in position to accept animals 
when they were offered and had a fund for their maintenance. 
Recently we have had offered us, two bears, two wolves, six 
foxes, four prairie dogs, two wild cats, one mountain lion, 
two opossums, six raccoons, twelve Belgian hares, seven 
golden pheasants and several guinea pigs, but have been 
oblige to decline them for lack of funds for their mainten- 
ance. It is to be hoped that an effort may be made to 
secure some of these ; for the little we have has been thor- 
oughly appreciated. 

In an effort to stock the woodland with squirrels, 
we are indebted to Mr. John M. Rogers for fifty 
gray ones. These were let loose last spring in South 
Brandywine Park and have scattered over a considerable 
area. 

SIDEWALKS AND GUTTERS. 

Cement sidewalks were laid on Lovering Avenue east 
from Union Street and on Red Oak Road, both east and 
west from Greenhill Avenue. This work was done by A. 
S. Reed & Bro. Co., for I0.15 per square foot. The same 
firm also built short lengths of cement curb and gutter on 
Willard Street at Red Oak Road, for $0.62^ per lineal 
foot ; on Riverview and on Greenhill Avenues at Red Oak 
Road for I0.65 per lineal foot. 
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PUBLIC COMFORT HOUSES. 

The public comfort house in South Brandywine Park 
becoming obnoxious was ordered torn down, the ground 
graded and sown with grass seed. 

At the same time, a smaller one was erected on the 
west side of Rockford Road opposite the grove, and con- 
nected with the sewer. Bids were asked for the erection 
of this and the tearing down of the old one ; whatever 
material coming from the latter being allowed in the former, 
and awarded to A. S. Reed & Bro. Co., on their bid of 
I240.00. The necessary plumbing was done by George 
Ward at a cost of $129.36. Two walks have been laid out 
and a shubbery screen planted around it. 

SWIMMING POOL. 

The swimming pool proved to be quite a popular 
resort, during the warm weather, the banner day being 
July 19, when the turnstile registered 1,196 persons as 
having passed through. The total number of persons 
bathing during the season was 24,289, divided into 21,469 
men and boys and 1,820 women, from this number, 1,860 
men and boys and 1,238 women paid an admission fee of 
ten cents, making the total receipts I309.80. 

There being a demand for a pool at Delamore Park, 
plans were drawn and bids asked for its erection, together 
with a public comfort house, there having been a decision 
to tear down the old one. These bids were opened on 
October 28, the lowest being that of W. D. Haddock & 
Co., for 16,095. ^^ ^^^^ exceeded the amount available 
for this purpose, new plans and specifications were prepared 
and bids on these opened December 2. A. S. Reed & 
Bro. Co., being the lowest bidder, was awarded the con- 
tract on their bid of ^4,77 8. The water pipe from Frank- 
lin street to the pool has been laid by the Water Depart- 
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ment at their own expense, and the outlet sewer to the 
manhole at Sycamore and Franklin streets has been laid 
by the Street and Sewer Department for the actual cost of 
construction. The pool is located on the Beech street 
side of the Park opposite Connell street. 

The work of excavation was started December 14, and 
has proceeded more rapidly than was expected, the amount 
of rock encountered being very small. At present the 
digging for the pool proper is finished. 

WORK UNCOMPLETED AT LAST REPORT. 

The work on hand and uncompleted at the writing of 
the last report has been carried to completion. 

The driveway for Dr. Rumford at 15th and Market 
streets was finished in the Spring, as was also the cement 
curb and gutter along the Kentmere Parkway, west of 
Bayard avenue. The Parkway, at this point, had the 
finishing coat of screenings put on and rolled. Several 
small patches in this neighborhood were repaired and rolled, 
as was also a portion of the drive in Rockford Park. It is 
to be hoped that some time in the near future, we may be 
able to buy a small steam roller for our own use. The 
usual case now being that when we need one, all those 
that are at any time available, are busy elsewhere. 

The circular seats for the concrete pavilion arrived and 
were put in place in the Spring. 

The grading of Lovering avenue between Rodney and 
Broom streets has been completed, as has also the retain- 
ing wall along Lovering avenue between Hancock and 
Harrison streets. The cost of the latter was greater than 
had been anticipated, due largely to the amount of rock in 
the cut between Rodney and Broom streets, being less than 
had been expected. To supply this deficiency, a quarry 
was opened in the north bank of Lovering avenue about 
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Harrison street. Stone steps were also ordered at Frank- 
lin street. These are four feet wide in the clear and extend 
lengthwise of the wall. 

NORTH SIDE DRIVE. 

The north side drive was ordered graded from where 
it leaves Jessup's Road, at the duck ponds, to within about 
lOO feet of Elliott's Run, a distance of about 1,500 feet 
and from thence a temporary road to Eighteenth street. 

Several changes were made in the alignment as pre- 
viously laid out and bids were asked for the grading, the 
contract being awarded to Isaac Henry & Son on their 
bid of I0.38 per cubic yard of excavation and I0.38 per 
cubic yard of borrowed material. They agreeing to clear 
the roadway, for the timber upon it. The work was started 
on November 9 and has proceeded with very little inter- 
ruption, the weather being especially favorable, at present it 
is about two-thirds completed. 

ROCKFORD TOWER. 

An agreement was made with the Board of Water 
Commissioners, in February, whereby this department has 
full control of the portion of the Tower used as an obser- 
vatory, has authority to enact the necessary rules and 
regulations for its management, and assumes all the ex- 
pense attached to keeping this portion in good order and 
repair, including the salaries of any guards who may be 
necessary. 

The Water Department retains full control of the 
basement and of the water tank and assumes the expense 
of keeping these in good repair. They also are granted 
the right to make repairs and alterations to the water tank 
and to the pipe line leading thereto. 

The Tower has been quite an attractive place during 
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the year and has had quite a number of visitors. During 
May a record of the attendance was kept, and on Sundays 
the average was very close to 600. 

MAINTENANCE. 

The usual maintenance work has been carried on, a 
new horse lawn mower has been bought, and used almost 
constantly during the summer, and early fall. We now 
have about seventeen acres of grass land that is cut with a 
lawn mower, either by horse or by hand, on an average of 
once per week. In this connection a horse of our own 
would be quite a saving during the summer months, at least. 
All the benches have been repainted and the broken ones 
repaired. We own about five hundred and thirty of them, 
and this number fall short about one hundred of filling 
all requirements. 

To the terrific wind and rain storm of September 1 5, 
is due a considerable portion of the cost of maintenance. 
In fact, the entire cost of repairing the damages done, includ- 
ing all the material bought and money spent for labor 
amounted to about $225.00. In some portions of the 
Park, particularly in Rattlesnake Run Valley and among 
the locusts in North Brandywine Park, the loss in trees 
blown down was very severe ; Kirkwood and Eden Parks 
also suflFered to a great extent, while at Delamore Park a day's 
work for two men put everything in shape again. In the 
whole park system the loss in trees totalled eighty-three. 
The water, during the storm, coming down Van Buren street 
draining from several squares on Lovering avenue sbon 
choked up the inlet at the Park Drive, and washed a great 
gully in the embankment at this Point; quite an amount of 
the dirt being carried into the City Race.. 

It seems a wise course that a certain amount of work 
should be done every year towards getting Lovering ave- 
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nue graded and curbed for its entire Park frontage. In 
its present condition, it serves merely as a huge drain, catch- 
ing all water for a number of squares and bringing it down 
Van Buren street and across the drive. Every large rain- 
fall necessitates some patching at that point. 

Several new vistas have been cut in Rockford Park, 
and the one in South Brandywine at the B. & O. Bridge 
retrimmed. On the hillside, along the Rockford Park 
Drive, overlooking the Brandywine, a number of trees were 
cut down or trimmed. It is proposed to remove some of 
the trees on the slope and replace them with smaller ones 
of sufficient height to screen the railroad, and yet allow an 
unobstructed view of the hills beyond. With this idea in 
view there were eighty-one trees planted here in the fall. 

Two new paths have been built along the hillside 
back of the Tower, following the general course of the old 
Featherbed Lane, and giving easy access to one of the 
most picturesque portions of the Park. 

SKATING POND. 

A right of way across the Park, at West street, for 
laying mains to supply the Ninth Ward, was given the 
Water Department. That part of the line crossing the 
creek, being encased with concrete, makes a substantial 
dam, backing the water up under Washington Street Bridge. 
The pond formed, makes quite an area available for skating 
purposes and has the advantage of being lighted by the 
arc lights on the bridge. It has been much used during 
the past month. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES. 

William M. Canby, who had been President of the 
Board from its inception, died in Augusta, Ga., on March 
lo, 1904, and on March 24, 1904, Walter D. Bush was 
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appointed to succeed him, also being appointed to succeed 
him on the Executive Committee. After a service of about 
four months, Mr. Bush died on August ii, 1904, and in 
October, 1904, Horace W. Gause was appointed to serve 
out the unexpired term, also succeeding him on the Execu- 
tive Committee. A movement was started to erect a 
memorial in the Park to William M. Canby,and on May 3, 
1904, a committee of this Board, composed of Walter D. 
Bush, chairman, John M. Rogers and J. Newlin Gawthrop 
was appointed to act in conjunction with the gentlemen 
having the movement in charge. On the death of W. D. 
Bush, George S. Capelle was appointed to fill his place. 

The whole committee is composed of the above named 
gentlemen, Hon. William C. Spruance, Prof C. S. Sargent 
of Harvard University, Rev. W. F. D. Lewis and Prof 
J. N. Rose of the Smithsonian Institute. 

Alexander J. Taylor, 

Engineer and Superintendent, 
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MINUTE ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF 
PARK COMMISSIONERS, MAY 3, 1904. 



We desire to note on the minutes of this Board 
our sense of the great loss sustained by the com- 
munity and by ourselves in the death of WILLIAM 
M. CAN BY. He will be greviously missed in 
many lines wherein he was actively and indus- 
triously engaged. As to our own special work, 
we may say that he had, twenty-one years ago, an 
important part in drawing up the. Act which is 
our Charter^ was one of the persons named therein 
as a Commissioner, and was by reappointment 
afterwards continuously a member of the Board. 
From the first organization until his death he was 
its President and in very many respects its leader. 
His appreciation of Nature, his botanical and 
general scientific knowledge, and his executive 
ability rendered him especially useful, and no 
results at all like those that have been attained 
could have been reached without him. The 
remembrance of his service is and will be a great 
incentive to us in endeavoring to carry on the 
* work. 



MINUTE ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF 
PARK COMMISSIONERS. OCTOBER 4, 1904. 



WALTER D. BUSH departed this life on the 
eleventh day of August 1904. He was a member 
of this Board but a few months, but in that time 
he became very much interested in the work. His 
great love and appreciation of nature, made him 
a close observer and peculiarly fitted him for the 
position. 

His quiet and genial manner and his manifest 
intent to do his duty in every way and at all times 
made him a beloved and trusted companion. 

He was faithful and attentive to every duty and 
appointment. His prudent counsel and his ex- 
ecutive ability made him especially useful and his 
loss more keenly felt. This Board tenders to 
the members of his family their heart felt sym- 
pathy in their bereavement. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending January 31, 1905. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance, $5>774-93 

Annual Appropriation, . . "^ . . $15,000.00 

Cash from City Council — Sale of 

Park Bonds, 10,000.00 

Rent from Houses, 1,323.00 

Cash from Street and Sewer Depart- 
ment proportionate cost of grading 
Lovering Avenue, 419.93 

Cash from Wm. P. Bancroft — cost 

of grading lots at West Street, . . 417.90 

Receipts from Swimming Pool, . . 309.80 

Interest on Deposits, 149-95 

Cash from C. L. Ward — cost of lay- 
ing Sidewalk on Red Oak Road, 59*56 

Cash from T. F. Bayard — cost of lay- 
ing Sidewalk on Red Oak Road, 32.55 

Cash from Ida J. Miller — cost of 

Shrubs, 26.75 

Gilpin and Park Aves. Tree Fund, 28.50 

Cash from J. H. Amies — labor at 

Squirrel Cage, i5-30 

Right of way for Hartmann & Feh- 

renbach's Sewer, 10.00 

Sale of Wood, i .00 

$27,794.24 

Total, l33>569-i7 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Police, $5,540.40 

Maintenance, 2,964.58 

Levering Avenue retaining wall, . . 2,004.04 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 1,992.00 

Curbing and Sidewalks, i>053.99 

Grading Levering Avenue, .... 786.94 

General Expenses, 723.11 

Grading North Brandy wine Drive, . 539-41 

Lighting, 35^-57 

Drive and Sewer — 14th and Market, 352.41 

Repairs to Buildings, . . . . . . 349.09 

Public Comfort House — Rockford 

Grove, . 402.47 

Repairs to Roadways, 288.50 

Planting, 226.39 

Swimming Pool, 223.75 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . . 210.97 

Kirkwood Park, 154.16 

Drainage, 104.36 

Mather Fountain, 98.88 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive, . . 98.00 

Repairs to Jessup's Road, .... 94.3 1 

Tools and Implements, 91 67 

Bridges, 75.15 

Settees — Concrete Pavilion, .... 80.00 

Eden Park, 59-26 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, 22.57 

Delamore Park, 15-54 

Delamore Park Swimming Pool, . . 14-44 

$18,918.96 

Balance, 14,650.21 



*33>569-i7 
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL. 

ON ACCOUNT OF MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Police. 

Salaries, $3>372.30 

Uniforms and Materials,. . . . 185.23 

$ 3.557-53 

Maintenance. 

Labor, $2,244.39 

Material, 1 94-71 

Hauling, 525.48 

$ 2,964.58 

Lovering Avenue Retaining Wall. 

Labor, $1,441.70 

Material, 419-94 

Hauling, 142.40 

$ 2,004.04 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries, $ 1,765.74 

Curbing and Sidewalks. 

Labor, $ 53.34 

Curb, Kentmere Parkway — Con- 
tract, 45-65 

Curb, Red Oak Road — Contract, 101.45 
Sidewalk, Red Oak Road— " 736.25 

Sidewalk, Lovering Avenue and 

Union Street — Contract, ... 11 7.30 

—> $ i>o53-99 

$11,345.88 
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Brought forward, $11,345.88 

Gradins Loverins Avenue. 

Contract, $ 786.94 

General Expenses. 

Labor, $ 154.07 

Material, 143-28 

Miscellaneous, 425.76 

$ 723-11 

Grading North Brandywine Drive. 

Contract, $ 539.41 

Lighting. 

Material, $ 3.25 

Electric Current, 138.12 

^^ $ 141-37 

Drive and Sewer— 14th and Market. 

Sewer, $ 127.95 

Material, 162.82 

Hauling, 27.75 

Labor, 33.89 

$ 352.41 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 41.63 

Material, 32.11 

Hauling, 4.00 

Plumbing — Contract, 148.35 

Painting — " 75-00 

.$ 301.09 

$14,190.21 
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Brought forward, $14,190.21 

Public Comfort House— Rockford 
Grove. 

Labor, $ 15.01 

Hauling, 18.10 

Erection of Building — Contract, . 240.00 

Plumbing — Contract, 129.36 

$ 402.47 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Labor, $ 56.33 

Material, 160.61 

Hauling, 7^'S^ 

t 288.50 

Planting. 

Labor, $ 51.95 

Material, 151 -35 

Hauling, 23.09 

$ 226.39 

Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 223.25 

Material, .50 

$ 223.75 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway. 

Labor, $ 59.81 

Material, 96.70 

Hauling, 54.46 

$ 210.97 

Drainage. 

Material, $ 104.36 



$15,646.65 
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Brought forward, $15,646.65 

Mather Fountain. 

Labor, $ 47.45 

Material, 51-43 

$ 98.88 

Macadamizins Rockford Drive. 

Labor, $ 98.00 

Repairs to Jessup's Road. 

Labor, . $ 68.81 

Hauling, ^S-S^ 

$ 94-31 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ 91-67 

Bridges. 

Labor, $ 23.22 

Material, . 49-93 

Hauling, 2.00 

Settees— Concrete Pavilion. 

Contract, $ 80.00 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 14.44 

Hauling, 8.13 

$ 22.57 

Total Expenditures for Main Park 

System, $16,207.23 
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Brought forward, $16,207.23 

On Account of Kirkwood Park. 

Police, $ 662.29 

Engineering and Superintendence, 81.64 

Lighting, 83.37 

Labor, 99*58 

Material, ^^3*^3 

Hauling, 30.75 

— : $ 981.46 

On Account of Eden Park. 

Police, $ 660.29 

Engineering and Superintendence, 72.3 1 

Lighting, 27.63 

Repairs to Building, 48.00 

Labor, 46.12 

Material, 8.04 

Hauling, 5.10 

t 867.49 

On account of Delamore Park. 

Police, $ 660.29 

Engineering and Superintendence, 72.3 1 

Lighting, 100.20 

Swimming Pool, I4«44 

Labor, 4.75 

Material, 0.85 

Hauling, 9.94 

t 862.78 



$18,918.96 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 

'MAINTENANCE'' AND "CONSTRUCTION. 



MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Police, l3>557-53 

Maintenance, 2,964.58 

Engineering and Superintendence, 1,014.71 

General Expenses, 449-69 

Swimming Pool, ^^3*75 

Repairs to Kentmere Parkway, . 210.97 

Repairs to Jessup's Road, . . . 94-31 

Lighting, i4i-37 

Repairs to Buildings, 301.09 

Repairs to Roadways, 288.50 

Tools and Implements, .... 91-67 

Improvem'ts to Banks and Roads, 22.57 

*9>36o.74 

Kirkwood Park, 981.46 

Eden Park, 867.49 

Delamore Park, 848.34 

$12,058.03 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

Lovering Ave. Retaining Wall, . $2,004.04 
Curbing and Sidewalks, .... 1,053.99 
Engineering and Superintendence, 751-03 
Grading Lovering Avenue, . . . 786.94 



t 4>596.oo 
$16,654.03 
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Brought forward, $16,654.03 

General Expenses, " $ 273,42 

Sewer and Drive — 14th and Mar- 
ket Streets, 352'4i 

Grading North Brandy wine Drive, 539-41 
Public Comfort House — Rockford 

Grove, 402.47 

Planting, 226.39 

Drainage, 104.36 

Mather Fountain, 98.88 

Macadamizing Rockford Drive, . 98.00 

Settees — Concrete Pavilion, . . 80.00 

Bridges, 75.15 

12,250.49 

Delamore Park. 

Swimming Pool, $ 14.44 

t 2,264.93 



118,918.96 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or to commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other ani- 
mals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or 
distribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall . injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

No person shall drive any cart, loaded wagon or heavy 
team upon any of the Park Drives. 

Penalties $5.00 to $10.00 
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OUR PUBLIC GROUNDS. 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

North Brandy wine Park, loi.oi 

South Brandywine Park, • • • 73-22 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, . 14.83 

Rockford Park, 71-37 

260.43 

SMALL PARKS. 
Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., 5.16 
Delamore Park, Broom and Maple Streets, . 5.34 
Eden Park, Newcastle Avenue and F Street, 7.35 

i7>85 

278.28 

OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 
Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 
Franklin Park, Eighth and Broom Streets, . 2.89 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., .12 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., .12 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, . .17 
Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broom St., .09 

i^>55 

Total Area of Parks, 290.83 

Miles of Driveway, 3.86 

Population of Wilmington 1900, 76,500 

Area of Wilmington in 1900, . . . 10.18 square miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 264 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 




THE RACE SIDE. 




Board of Park Commissioners, 

Gentlemen : — Embodied in the following pages will 
be found an outline of the work done under your direction 
during the year ending December 31, 1905, together with 
the financial statement covering the expenses of the De- 
partment for the same period. 

AUTHORIZED BOND ISSUES. 

Summarized briefly, the resources of this character 
consist of $10,000, for park improvements, not yet issued, 
the remainder of $50,000 authorized in 1901; $200, in the 
custody of the city treasurer, an unexpended cash balance 
from an issue of $30,000 also authorized in 1901, and 
available for the purchase of land ; and provision made by 
an act of the Legislature of 1905, enabling City Council to 
borrow $20,000 for improving the parks and $30,000 for 
the acquisition of land. 



RAILWAY THROUGH ROCKFORD PARK. 

In October 1904, a communication was received from 
the Peoples Railway Co., asking permission to cross a por- 
tion of Rockford Park with an extension of their line, the 
route to begin at their terminus at Shallcross Avenue and 
Woodlawn Avenue, crossing Rockford Grove then cut- 
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ting across the N. E. portion of the park to the W. and N. 
R. R. Following this, in November, there came a similar 
request from the Wilmington City Ry. Co. suggesting 
three routes, any one of which with modifications as sug- 
gested by the Park Commission would be acceptable to 
them. 

These requests were submitted to the Executive Com- 
mittee for investigation, and in a report dated December 
69 ^9^ Si ^ suggestion was made that if permission was 
granted to either of the companies, to cross park land with 
their lines, that they should enter by an under grade cross- 
ing of the Drive midway between Benson Street and River- 
view Avenue. Upon this plan being submitted to the 
Railway Companies, the Peoples line agreed to and the 
Wilmington City line refused to accept the proposition. 
The matter rested at this point until February of this year; 
the Peoples Railway Co. stated, that realizing the unwill- 
ingness of the Board to grant them the desired right of 
way, they had made new surveys and had located a line 
reaching the Brandywine by way of i6th Street, Mt. Ver- 
non Avenue and back of Rising Sun village. This would 
necessitate crossing about 50 feet of park land, opposite 
Mt. Vernon Avenue and they would request permission for 
so doing. The desired permission was granted them on 
February 7, 1905. 

At the next meeting of the Board, a committee repre- 
senting the property owners on 1 6th Street made a request, 
that the route as last outlined be abandoned and some 
modification of the original be substituted for it. In this 
request they were backed by the Railway Company, who 
had found after further investigation that the i6th Street 
route they had suggested was not as practicable in regard to 
alignment and grades as their original surveys had indicated. 

These requests were complied with and the subject re- 




SOUTH DRIVE. 
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opened and discussed at both a regular and at a special 
meeting held for that purpose. These were attended by a 
number of citizens, who argued both for and against grant- 
ing the desired right of way. Quite a number who could 
not be present sent written statements expressing their 
views of the subject. 

The Executive Committee also presented a majority 
report favoring the route known as No. i, entering the 
park where Benson Street abuts on the southerly boundary 
thereof, thence down Rockford Road to school No. 27, 
thence westwardly following the park boundary for a few 
hundred feet and thence in a general northerly direction 
toward the W. & N. R. R. which it crosses near the 
boundary between park land and land of the DuPont Com- 
pany. A minority report was also presented favoring a line 
down Rockford Road through Bancroft's village to the W. 
& N. R. R., which it would follow and cross at the point 
indicated above. 

After a thorough discussion, a modification of these 
two routes was adopted and permission granted the Peoples 
Railway Company to build their line down Rockford Road 
from Benson Street to school No. 27, then following the 
N. E. boundary of the park to near the W. & N. R. R., 
then following and crossing the latter at the same point 
as in route No. i. 

An agreement, specifying the terms under which conr 
struction would be allowed having been drawn up and 
signed, work was started on May 17th and continued until 
stopped by the issuance of a restraining order by the Chan- 
cellor on May 30th. This order was dismissed on Aug. 
28th and work resumed on Aug. 29th only to be stopped 
two days after by another order from the Chancellor, this 
last was vacated and work resumed on Nov. 9th and con- 
tinued to date. 
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ADDITIONAL LAND. 

The advisability of having a small park in the neigh- 
borhood of 4th and Pine Streets having been suggested to 
the Board, the Executive Committee was instructed to look 
into the matter, and after a visit to the locality, recommend- 
ed the acquisition by purchase or lease of that plot of 
ground lying between Third and Fourth Streets, and 
Bridge Street and the Christiana River belonging to the 
P. B. & W. R. R. Co. In pursuance of this recommen- 
dation, a conference was held with the railroad officials, who 
stated that they did not care to consider the question until 
the completion of the elevated road, but after that they 
might be willing to discuss the subject. 

Early in the year City Council took up the matter of 
consummating the purchase of land near Kirkwood Park, 
desired for a playground. Having only |i200 available for 
such purpose that portion nearest the Creek was all that 
could be secured and on February 28, the land in question, 
lying immediately south of Thirteenth Street between Pine 
Street and Kirkwood Park was bought from the Edward 
Pusey Estate for JSiooo. No provision was made for the 
acquisition of the other tract, but the understanding was 
that the deal would soon be closed. 

The above mentioned parcels of land insured only a 
portion of the creek front between Kirkwood Park and 
Pine Street but the remaining land has been secured by 
gift, from the Diamond Ice Company, of a triangular piece 
bounded by the west side of Pine Street, north side of 
Thirteenth Street and Brandywine Creek, containing 0.07 
acres. 

Shortly after this, the city came into possession by 
gift, from the Clement B. Smyth Estate, of several parcels 
of ground lying along Jessups Road between Market and 
Tatnall Streets ; a portion of the bed of Glenn Avenue as 
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proposed being within the land so acquired. This was di- 
vided into two sections, the larger including all of the gift 
between the north property line of Glenn Avenue and 
Lea's race, comprising 0.41 acres was deeded in fee simple, 
the remaining portion lying north of Glenn Avenue and 
containing 0.08 acres was deeded to the Security Trust and 
Safe Deposit Company to be held in trust for the city and 
to be managed and disposed of, as the Board of Park Com- 
missioners should direct. 

Efforts have been made to secure enough ground be- 
tween Market and Tatnall Streets along the bed of Glenn 
Avenue to enable it to be opened and graded, making an 
outlet for the North Drive. At the present time, there is 
a petition pending in the City Council asking that such an 
amount of ground be secured, also requesting the purchase 
of two tracts on West Street, one on each side, south of the 
South Park Drive and also the Rosendale lot situated on 
the south-west corner of Lovering Avenue and Clayton 
Street. 

An inquiry has been received from the Soldiers and 
Sailors Monument Lot Association, as to whether the Park 
Commission would undertake the care of the monument. 
In reply it was stated that such a trust would be accepted, 
if the City Council should so request ; it being the opinion 
of the Board, that the lot should be deeded to Council and 
by them turned over to the Park Commission. 

BATH HOUSES. 

Delamore bath house, construction for which was un- 
der way at the writing of last report, was completed and put 
into operation on June 17th. It proved to be popular 
from the start and the number of bathers using it has fully 
justified its erection. The rules and regulations governing 
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the Brandy wine bath house were made to apply here, as 
was also the schedule defining upon what days the different 
sexes could bathe. This latter did not work satisfactorily ; 
the pool being crowded when no admission was charged and 
practically empty at all other times. In consequence, all 
pay days for women were abandoned, the schedule now be- 
ing as follows: — Monday and Thursday free for women; 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday free for men ; Friday 
pay for men. 

While the opening of the new bath house reduced the 
attendance at the older one somewhat, yet, this was not as 
great as had been anticipated. In fact, the paid admis- 
sions, both men and women were greater this year than last 
and the revenue from this source very nearly paid run- 
ning expenses at both pools. 

The total number of persons bathing, during the four 
months the bath houses were in service, was 39,855 divided 
as follows: — 

Men Women Total Receipts 

Free Pay Free Pay 

Brandywine 16,948 2,276 1,172 1,269 ^^5655 I354.50 

Delamore 16,012 531 1,648 9 18,200 54.00 



NORTH DRIVE. 

The grading of the North Drive, commenced during 
the autumn of 1904, has been pushed to completion, as far 
as the original contract contemplated. A coating of cinders 
has been placed upon it and the surface is in fair shape for 
travelling. An extension of about 400 feet has been made 
possible by the Water Department being willing to haul 
the surplus earth from their pipe lines and dump it where 
desired. To take advantage of this, a line was staked out 
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and a reinforced concrete culvert, 5' 6" in diameter, built 
to carry Elliot's Run under the drive. At present the 
grading is still in progress. 

LIGHTING. 

To accommodate people wishing to visit the "Zoo" at 
night, lights were ordered placed in North Brandywine 
Park. Although the number actually put in was small, 
only eight, the wires were made heavy enough to provide 
for future extensions of the service, it being number six in- 
sulated copper wire. To do away with shadows caused by 
interfering tree limbs, the brackets were placed rather low, 
the globes themselves being only about ten feet from the 
ground. This has been a distinct advantage from the 
point of view of illumination and so far we have not had 
any trouble from breakages. These lights are 32 c. p., the 
brackets, wire and poles were bought and the erection paid 
for by the Board, the cost being $143.05 and the current 
charges for these lights, have averaged I.37 per lamp per 
month. Extra feed wires have been run over the poles on 
the south side and the service has been improved somewhat, 
and this season it would be well to lower the lights several 
feet. In this section, lamps are needed at the. spring along 
the drive west of Van Buren Street, at Franklin Street steps 
and along the path leading from these steps to the present 
tar path. 

4 16 c. p. lamps were placed in the Delamore bath 
house, the cost of material and erection being I24.52 borne 
by the Park Commission, also one outside lamp erected by 
Wilmington City Electric Co. and paid for by the monthly 
rate. 

Two additional lights were also placed in the Brandy- 
wine bath house, the cost of which $8.56 was paid by the 
Board. 
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"THE ZOO" 

The "Zoo" continues to be the attractive feature of 
North Brandywine Park and its popularity is attested both 
by the crowds who assemble there on Sundays and on 
holidays and by the generally distributed financial support 
it has received from all sections of the city. It has no as- 
sured income and the Association has to rely wholly up- 
on the efforts of its managers to secure voluntary subscrip- 
tions. An effort has been made to place the enterprise up- 
on a sound financial basis by securing a certain yearly in- 
come, with this in view an appeal was made to private 
individuals and to City Council. The response has not 
been as satisfactory as had been hoped. 

During the year, the organization has become incor- 
porated and has changed its name from the Washington 
Heights Association to that of the Wilmington Free Zoo- 
logical Association. 

Now that the success of the enterprise seems fairly well 
assured, it seems advisable both from a park and a zoo point 
of view, to work and go ahead along carefully defined general 
plans. To carry out this idea, a plot of the district likely 
to be occupied by the zoo should be made showing in a gen- 
eral way the location and sizes of probable future buildings, 
also showing an outline of the proposed park improvements 
consisting of walks and drives, pavilions, etc. 

This plan adopted by both the Zoo Association and 
the Park Board, would do away with any possible friction 
which might exist between the officials of each organization. 
And along the same lines, an agreement should be entered 
into defining the rights and limitations of the Association. 
It seems as if this is the only way that the place can be 
kept as a natural zoological park and not have the sur- 
roundings marred by the haphazard location of buildings 
and enclosures, 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

A public comfort house was built in North Brandy- 
wine Park, the old one being turned over to the zoo and by 
them remodeled and used for a monkey house. This has 
been connected with one of our park drains. To provide 
the necessary water for flushing the closets the Water De- 
partment, at their own expense, laid a 2" galvanized iron 
pipe from their main in Eighteenth Street across the park 
to Jessup's Road and then along the road to the bear pit. 
This last extension to serve as a supply for the zoo. The 
comfort house was built by W. D. Haddock & Co. at 
their bid of $379.50. 

A pit comfort house was also built near Rockford 
Tower, the carpenter work being done by A. W. Brilely 
for $55.00 and the remainder by day's work. 

The closets owned and built by the Water Depart- 
ment, along the creek at Market and Jefferson Streets, 
having been painted and put in good condition were turned 
over to this Board for maintenance. 

The sand house at Kirkwood Park becoming some- 
what of a nuisance and the Kirkwood Outing Club offering 
to remove the building and put the ground disturbed in 
good shape, for the house, the request was granted. The 
same organization also built a squirrel house in Kirkwood 
Park. 

Tar foot walks were built in North Brandywine from 
the north end of Washington Street bridge to the pump 
and from here a line branching off to Eighteenth Street and 
the Boulevard and another down the hill side to Jessup's 
Road. A short section also being built to replace that 
portion of the walk destroyed by the grading of the North 
Drive. Several other paths have been graded in the neigh- 
borhood of the zoo, to distribute travel in that section. 
Along some of these rustic fences have been built as has 
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been done along some of the older paths where the grades 
and travel seemed to demand it. 

The supply of benches being inadaquate, to meet the 
demand, especially during that part of the year when the 
trolley parks are closed, 140 new ones were purchased from 
Megary & Son, at a cost of I371.00. 

The iron bridges spanning the South Race at Market, 
West, Jefferson, Adams and Harrison Streets have been 
scraped and painted at a cost of $150.00 

Some changes have been made in the alignment of the 
Drive at the Park Avenue entrance to relieve a sharp re- 
verse curve at that point. The necessary grading was done 
by Michael Donohue at his bid of $0.35 per cubic yard 
and changes of inlets, pipe lines, grading, etc., by day's labor. 

There being a number of damage suits entered against 
the City and the City Solicitor finding a dearth of evidence 
with which to combat them, mostly on account of delay in 
entering suit until the accident was forgotten, requested 
this department to join with the Water and the Street 
and Sewer Departments in the employment of a claims 
agent. The compensation for such an official to be 
$1000.00 divided between the departments as follows:^ — 
Water and Street and Sewer, $400.00 each; Park, $200.00. 
This was agreed to and the City Solicitor authorized to 
make the appointment for one year. The other depart- 
ments joining in with this, Mr. Thomas J. Bowen was ap- 
pointed on Nov. 25, City Claims Agent. 

The construction of the' reservoir at the Weldin Farm, 
rendering it necessary to cross a portion of Brandywine 
Park with the 48" distributing main, permission was asked 
for that purpose by the Water Board and granted, the line 
to extend from Eighteenth Street and Wood-dale Avenue 
to Van Buren and Wawaset Streets. A suggestion was al- 
so made that the structure carrying the pipe across the 
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creek be built jointly and partake of the nature of a dam 
with a raised arch walk across it. This was abandoned and 
the building of a reinforced concrete arch bridge proposed. 
Preliminary plans have been prepared for this structure 
which will cost about 135,000.00. Toward this the Park 
Board have agreed to pay an amount not exceeding one- 
third the cost. 

The Committee having in charge the erection of a 
memorial for William M. Canby, a portion of whom 
were appointed by the Park Board to represent it and to 
assist in the movement, have had constructed a bench of 
Barre granite and located it in line with the. Canby vista 
near Rockford Tower. 

Alexander J. Taylor. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending January 31, 1906. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance at Last Report, $14,650.21 

Annual Appropriation, $i5,cx)0.oo 

Cash from Rents, 1,381.50 

Receipts from Swimming Pools, . . . 408.50 

Interest on Deposits, 168.80 

Cash from Arthur McGeorge — cost 
of laying Sidewalk on Red Oak 

Road, 33.19 

Cash from S. H. Thomas — cost of 

laying Sidewalk on Red Oak Road, 14.25 
Right of way for Hartmann and Feh- 

renbach's Sewer, 10.00 

Cash from Canby Memorial Associa- 
tion 7.14 

Unclaimed Pay, 3.19 

Error in Bill Rendered, 1.87 

$17,028.44 

Total, $31,678.65 



EXPENDITURES. 

Police, , . $5,881.23 

Delamore Swimming Pool, .... 5,033.02 

Maintenance, 3>55^*75 

Engineering and Superintendence, . 1,724.30 

Footwalks, 1,206.98 

^i7>398.28 



Brought forward, $17,398.28 

General Expense, 1,029.43 

North Drive, 842.27 

Lighting, 501-93 

Swimming Pools, 408.87 

Comfort House, North Brandywine, . 386.85 

Settees, 37i«oo 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, . 348.93 

Foot Bridges, 288.79 

Repairs to Buildings, 250.29 

Tools and Implements, 177-29 

Comfort House — Rockford, .... 170.29 

Elliott's Run Culvert, 162.64 

Grading — Delamore Park, ^3S'9^ 

Planting, . . 11 1.27 

Grading Park Avenue Entrance, . . 109.88 

Repairs to Roadways, 102.10 

Drainage, 94-12 

Care of Trees on Gilpin and Park 

Avenues, 54-6 1 

Kirkwood Park, 32.32 

Eden Park, 8.77 

$ 5>587-55 

Balance, 8,692.82 



^31,678.65 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 
Police. 

Salaries, $3,676.17 

Uniforms and Materials, .... 216.21 

13>892.38 

Maintenance. 

Labor, $2,738.72 

Hauling, 579-30 

Material, 234* 73 

^3>552-75 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries, $ 1,158.04 

Footwalks. 

Labor, $ 589.08 

Material, 4ii«37 

Hauling, 206.53 

$ 1,206.98 

General Expense. 

Labor, $ 356.38 

Material, 308.36 

Miscellaneous, 364.69 

$ 1,029.43 

North Drive. 

Contract, $ 460.81 

Labor, 163.41 

Hauling, 160.40 

Material, 57-65 

$ 842.27 

$11,681.85 
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Brought forward, $11,681.85 

Comfort House — North Brandywine. 

Contract, $ 379.50 

Material, 4.35 

Labor, 3.00 

$ 386.85 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 224.60 

Hauling, 124.33 

$ 348.93 

Foot Bridges. 

Labor, $ 268.85 

Material, . i9'94 

$ 288.79 

Lighting, 

Current, $ 133.04 

Material, 102.20 

Labor, 46.35 

$ 281.59 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 154.77 

Material, 39-12 

Hauling, 56.40 

$ 250.29 

Settees. 

Contract, $ 234.50 

Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 210.06 

Material, 9.31 

$ 219.37 

$13,692.17 
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Brought forward, $13,692.17 

Tools and Implements. 

Material, $ 146.05 

Labor, 31-24 

$ 177-29 

Comfort House — Rockford. 

Labor, $ 95.17 

Material, 7S«i2 

$ 1 70.29 

Elliott's Run Culvert. 

Material, $ iio.ii 

Labor, 52.53 

$ 162.64 

Grading Park Avenue Entrance. 

Hauling, $ 58.45 

Labor, 5i«43 

$ 109.88 

Planting. 

Material, $ 43.50 

Labor, 3i-^5 

Hauling, 26.62 

$ 101.27 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Hauling, $ 58.50 

Labor, 3^.50 

Material, 11.10 

$ 102.10 

$14,515.64 
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Brought forward, $14,515.64 

Drainage. 

Material, $ 59.12 

Labor, 35'00 

$ 94-12 

Care of Trees on Gilpin and Park 
Avenues. 

Labor, $ 40.54 

Material, ii«S7 

Hauling, 2.50 

$ 54.61 

Total Expenditures for Main Park 

System, $14,664.37 

On Account of Kirkwood Park. 

Police, $ 663.84 

Lighting, 76.37 

Settees, 68.25 

Engineering and Superintendence, 62.93 

Material, 5.00 

Labor, 13*07 

Hauling, 14-25 

$ 903.71 

On Account of Delamore Park. 

Swimming Pool, (construction) . . $5,033.02 

Police, 664.33 

Engineering and Superintendence, 451.13 



$ 6,148.48- 



$15,568.08 
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Brought forward, $ 6,148.48 $15,568.08 

Swimming Pool, (maintenance) . . 189.50 

Lighting, 1 15-34 

Grading, 135-90 

Settees, 68.25 

Planting, 10.00 



t 6,667.47 



On Account of Eden Park. 

Police, $ 660.68 

Engineering and Superintendence, 52.20 

Lighting, 28.63 

Labor, 6.25 

Material, 2.52 



- $ 750.28 
$22,985.83 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 

"MAINTENANCE" AND "CONSTRUCTION.*' 



MAINTENANCE. 

Main Park System. 

Police, . . .* $3y^9^'3^ 

Maintenance, 3>5S2-75 

Engineering and Superintendence, 893.13 

General Expenses, . 714.70 

Lighting, . 133.02 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, 348.93 

Foot Bridges, 288.79 

Repairs to Buildings, 250.29 

Swimming Pool, ^ 19-37 

Repairs to Roadways, 102.10 

Tools and Implements, 89.10 

Care of Trees — Gilpin and Park 

Avenues, 54-6 1 

*io,539.i7 

Delamore Park, 1,032.17 

Kirkwood Park, 835.46 

Eden Park, 750.28 

$13,157.08 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Main Park System. 

Foot Walks, $1,206.98 

North Drive, 842.27 

$ 2,049.25 

$13,157.08 
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Brought forward, $2,049.25$i3, 157.08 

Comfort House — North Brandy- 
wine, 386.85 

General Expense, 314-73 

Engineering and Superintendence, 264.91 

Settees, 234.50 

Comfort House — Rockford, . . . 170.29 

Elliott's Run Culvert, 162.64 

Lighting, 148.5? 

Grading Park Avenue Entrance, . 109.88 

Planting, 101.27 

Drainage, 94«i2 

Tools and Implements, . . 88.19 

$4,125.20 

Delamore Park, 5>635.30 

Kirkwood Park, 68.25 

$9,828.75 



$22,985.83 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive, upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other ani- 
mals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or 
distribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

No person shall drive any cart, loaded wagon or heavy 
team upon any of the Park Drives. 

Penalties $5.00 to $10.00 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

North Brandy wine Park, loi.oi 

South Brandy wine Park, 74* lo 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, . 14.83 

RockfordPark, 71-37 

261.31 

SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., 5.67 
Delamore Park, Broom and Maple Streets, . 5.34 
Eden Park, Newcastle Avenue and F Street, 7.35 

18.36 

279.67 
OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 
Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 7.50 
Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, . 1.66 
Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, . 2.89 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., .12 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., .12 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, . .17 
Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome St., .09 

12.55 

Total Area of Parks, 292.22 

Miles of Driveway, 4.21 

Population of Wilmington in 1900, 76,500 

Area of Wilmington in 1900, . . . .10.18 square miles. 

One Acre of Park Land to 262 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 




Board of Park Commissioners ^ 

Gentlemen: — I beg to submit the following statement 
of work done by this department during the year ending 
December 31, 1906, together with the financial statement 
covering the expenditures for that period. 

FINANCIAL. 

As a matter of convenience, the funds at the command 
of the Commission are here stated. 

The Legislature of 1901 authorized the issuance of 
bonds to the extent of ^50,000 for park improvements. Of 
this amount ^40,000 has been issued and expended, leaving 
^10,000 authorized but not issued. 

The Legislature of 1905 authorized the issuance of 
bonds to the extent of ^30,000 for the purchase of land, 
and $20,000 for improvements. Of the former, the whole 
amount has been issued during 1906 and $2,355 expended 
for the purchase of land needed to complete Kirkwood 
Playground, leaving $27,645 in the hands of the City 
Treasurer. Of the $20,000 for improvements, $15,000 has 
been issued and $12,000 expended for the Van Buren 
Street bridge, leaving $5,000 authorized but not issued. 

There is, therefore, at the present time, $15,000 avail- 
able for improvements and $27,645 for the purchase of 
land. 
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ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

Two pieces of land have been added to the park dur- 
ing the year : One, a lot of about one acre, bounded by 
Clayton Street, Gilpin Avenue, Rowan Street and park land, 
was acquired by gift from William P. Bancroft. The other, 
about yi acre, needed to complete Kirkwood Playground 
was purchased for $2,555. Another tract, lying along the 
south side of the creek between the boundary of the park 
and the Augustine dam has been leased to the city by the 
Joseph Bancroft and Sons Company in consideration of the 
payment of the taxes on the property. 

RAILWAY THROUGH ROCKFORD PARK. 

In December 1905, the Peoples Railway Company 
was granted an extension of time to July i, 1906, for the 
completion of their line through Rockford Park. The line 
was put in operation early in June and has proved a great 
convenience to those visiting the park. The slopes and 
banks have been planted at the expense of the Railway 
Company. 

VAN BUREN STREET BRIDGE. 

Mention was made in the last report, of the bridge and 
aqueduct across the Brandy wine at Van Buren Street, to be 
built in conjunction with the Water Department, for which 
the Park Commission agreed to pay one-third the cost. 

Plans and specifications were prepared by the Water 
Department and call for a structure of reinforced concrete, 
347 feet long, consisting of three main, four side arches and 
a small arch to allow the foot-path on the south side to pass 
underneath. 

The bridge floor is 26 feet above normal water level 
and has a 1 6 foot roadway and two four foot side-walks. 
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Bids were called for and the contract was awarded on 
June I ith to the J. A. Kelly Company for $36,00x5. Owing 
to unusual freshets which carried away part of the con- 
tractors' plant and to delay in delivery of the steel work, the 
contract could not be completed before cold weather set in 
and it was thought inadvisable to continue concrete work 
during the cold period. Work was therefore stopped but 
will be continued early in the spring. 

NORTH DRIVE. 

In October, grading was begun on an extension of the 
North Drive from the culvert at Elliott's. Run, through 
the woods to a loop near the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
a distance of about 1 900 feet. The roadway was graded for 
a width of 16 feet and is being surfaced to a width of 14 
feet as fast as cinders can be secured. This road opens up 
what is known as Elliott's Woods, which is admirably 
adapted for picnic purposes. 

A road has also been graded and surfaced with cinders 
along the east side of Elliott's Run and connecting with 
1 8th Street at Franklin Street. 

Mr. Samuel H. Baynard has given to this work, and 
to the foot-paths in North Brandywine Park, his personal 
supervision. 

FOOT-PATHS. 

The mild weather of the early part of the year per- 
mitted more outside work than usual and a small force was 
kept busy grading for a foot-path along the south side of 
the creek from the swinging bridge to the Augustine dam, 
a distance of about 1700 feet. In the spring a tar path was 
laid, opening up a very attractive part of the park, hereto- 
fore but little used. The Joseph Bancroft & Sons Com- 
pany paid for that portion of the path on ground leased to 
the city. 
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In North Brandywine Park, a foot-path has been 
graded along the hilllside from the north end of the Van 
Buren Street Bridge to near the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
where it crosses under the P. B. & W. R. R/s Brandywine 
Branch and connects with Jessup's Road near the swinging 
bridge. 

This path with Van Buren Street bridge will make the 
extensive woodland in North Brandywine Park more acces- 
sible to the crowds that visit the Zoo and that use the south 
foot-path for a promenade. 

PLANTING IN ROCKFORD PARK. 

In the agreement with the Peoples Railway Company, 
granting them a right of way through Rockford Park, it was 
provided that the banks and slopes be put in condition satis- 
factory to the Park Commission. It was thought best to 
have this work done by the park employees at the expense 
of the Railway Company. At this time, Mr. Wm. P. Bancroft 
offered to guarantee that |iooo would be contributed 
toward a general scheme of planting, provided that the Park 
Commission appropriate J 500. This offer was accepted 
and part of the work done under plans prepared by Mr. 
Robert Cridland of Thomas Meehan & Sons. The work 
as far as completed consists of massing trees along the Rail- 
way and planting shrubbery as a border, giving the appear- 
ance of a natural woodland. A number of isolated trees 
were planted on the slope toward the tower and on the 
level ground surrounding it. 

KIRKWOOD PLAYGROUND. 

By the purchase of a small tract of land at 12th and 
Pine Streets, sufficient ground was acquired for a playground 
in connection with Kirkwood Park. The contract for 
grading was let to William Campbell for 34 cts. a cubic yard. 
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The work was completed early in October at a cost of 
J470.00. Goal posts were erected and the field has been 
used almost continuously during the foot-ball season, about 
twenty-five games being played. EflForts should be made 
to have an arc light erected at Thirteenth and Pine Streets, 
in order to better police the ground and to prevent foot-ball 
practice on the turf of the park at night. 

ROADWAYS. 

During the summer the park driveway from Scott 
Street to Bayard Avenue, and from Red Oak Road to the 
woods in Rockford Park was coated with Tarvia, a prepar- 
ation of coal tar. 

This coating thus far has proven a success, lessening 
the mud during wet weather and the dust during dry. 

PUMP AT ROCKFORD. 

In December 1905, Mr. Wm. P. Bancroft obtained 
permission to sink a well in Rockford Park near the Tower. 
The well was sunk to a depth of 68 feet and a flow of 9 
gallons per minute secured with the water standing at a 
depth of 25 feet from the surface. An iron casing was sunk 
to a depth of 30 feet and a pump placed thereon. 

REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS. 

During the year, the Brandywine Swimming Pool, the 
Pavilion in South Brandywine Park, the OflSce building, and 
the houses on Church Lane, Shallcross Avenue and Jessup's 
Road have been painted. Repairs have been made to the 
Brandywine Swimming Pool, and to the houses on Church 
Lane, Adams Street and at Eden Park. 
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SWIMMING POOLS. 

The total attendance at the two swimming pools was 
as follows: 

MEN WOMEN TOTAL RECEIPTS 

FREE PAY FREE PAY 

Brandywine 17,261 2,243 649 1,293 ^i>446 $355'6o 
Delamore i5>46i 219 2,595 18,275 21.90 

Totals 3iyTii 2,462 3,244 1,293 39>72i $377'S^ 

Compared with last year, this shows a gain in attend- 
ance on free days of 196 and a loss on pay days of 330, 
making a total loss in attendance of 134, and a loss in 
receipts of I31.00. The total expense of maintaining both 
pools was $444.25, making a deficit of $66.75. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A concrete side-walk has been laid along i8th Street, 
from the Boulevard to Van Buren Street, at a cost of 
I832.85, the work being done by Simmons & Bro. 

The surplus earth from laying the Water Department's 
48" main in North Brandywine Park has been used in grading 
a foot-path along the drive and in making paths around the 
Zoo building. 

The suit of Herman F. Duncan to recover damages 
for injuries sustained by falling into a tree-hole in Brandy- 
wine Park was settled by the payment of ^775. It was the 
opinion of the City Solicitor that it would be cheaper to pay 
that amount than to take the case into court. In view of 
this case, all tree holes near paths have been filled up and 
the wooden bridges over Rattlesnake Run and over the run 
near the Zoo building have been torn down and the spaces 
filled with earth. 
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Rockford Road has been curbed and macadamized at 
the expense of the Peoples Railway Company. 

An agreement has been made leasing to Charles R. 
Miller the land lying between his property and Red Oak 
Road, with the condition that he build and maintain a cement 
side-walk and keep in order the grass plots. 

Trees have been planted along Park Avenue and along 
the south side of i8th Street. An effort has been made 
to have Park Avenue curbed, but the abutting property 
owners refused to petition for it. 

Edward R. Mack. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
For the Year Ending January 31, 1907. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance at Last Report, $ 8,692.82 

Annual Appropriation, JS 15,000.03 

Sale of Bonds, 1 5,000.00 

Interest on Deposits, 164,15 

Rentals, 1,341.50 

Receipts from Swimming Pools, . . 377-50 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Tree Fund, 352.13 

Sale of Old Iron, . ....... 16.00 

From Wm. P. Bancroft, planting in 

Rockford Park, 800.00 

From Wm. P. Bancroft, Surveys, . 332.60 

" " " Pruning trees, 209.10 
From Joseph Bancroft & Sons Co., 

Footwalks, 41 1. 01 

From Peoples Railway, Repairs in 

Rockford Park, 263.13 

From Peoples Railway, Right of way, 5.00 
From New Castle County Ins. Co., 

Dividend, 3- 10 

From Del. & Atlantic Tel. & Tel. 

Co., Right of way, ...... i .00 

: ^34,276.22 

Total ^642,969.04 
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EXPENDITURES. 



Police, l5>936.35 

Maintenance, 3>548.32 

Engineering and Superintendence, 1,661.44 

General Expense, 2,123,68 

Lighting, 39J-48 

Footwalks, 2,283.48 

Tools and Implements, 204.12 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, 237.54 

Repairs to Roadways, 365.46 

Drainage, 220.59 

Curbing and Sidewalks, 54-93 

Repairs to Buildings, 5i9«34 

Brandywine Swimming Pool, . . . 238.25 

Delamore Swimming Pool, .... 206.00 

Comfort House, North Brandywine, 25.45 

Foot Bridge, 7.00 

North Drive, 624.29 

Elliott's Run Culvert, 243.09 

Zoo Association, 1 73-1 7 

Grading along 1 8th Street, .... 156.28 

Sidewalk, i8th Street, 854.87 

Changing course of Lea's Race, . . . 31.58 

Fencing, 64.57 

Van Buren Street Bridge, 12,000.00 

Planting, 211.22 

Planting in Rockford Park, . . . . 1,111.69 

Park Avenue Trees, 297.52 

Tree Pruning, 209.10 

Gutter at Rockford Road, .... 49-78 

Pump in Rockford Park, 32.22 

I 

134,081.01 
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Brought forward, l34,o8i»oi 

Work in Rockford Park along Peoples 

Railway, 425.92 

Surveys, 332.60 

Kirkwood Park, 132.31 

Kirkwood Playground, 470.00 

Delamore Park, 93 -90 

Eden Park, 19.60 

I 1,474.33 

l35>557.34 
Balance, 7,411.70 

142,969.04 



w^. 



21 



ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Police. 

Salaries, JS3,6 17.16 

Uniforms and Materials, .... 210.60 

$ 3>827.76 

Maintenance. 

Labor, ^62,844.60 

Hauling, 543- 16 

Material, 160.56 

1 3>548-32 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries, $ 1,512.26 

General Expense. 

Labor, $ 569.57 

Material, 237.25 

Miscellaneous, 1,316.86 

$ 2,123.68 

Foot Walks. 

Labor, ^61,641. 11 

Material, 469.02 

Hauling, 173-35 

1 2,283.48 

North Drive. 

Contract, f 137-20 

Hauling, 175-29 

Labor, 297.55 

Material, 14-25 

$ 624.29 

* i3>9i9-79 



Brought forward, I ^3>9i9-79 

Comfort House — North Brandyirine. 

Labor, $ 22.05 

Material, 3.40 

$ 25.45 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, $ 221.54 

Hauling, 16.00 

$ 237.54 

Foot Bridges. 

Material, $ 7.00 

Li£htin2. 

Current, $ 155.00 

Material, 7.80 

$ 162.80 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, $ 472.62 

Material, 46.72 

$ 519-34 

Brandywine Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 234.67 

Material, 3.58 

$ 238.25 

Delamore Swimming Pool. 

Labor, $ 204.50 

Material, 1.50 

$ 206.00 

Tools and Implements. 

Labor, $ 46.07 

Material, 158.25 

$ 204.32 

$ 15,520.49 
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Brought forward, $ 15,520.49 

Elliott's Run Culvert. 

Labor, $ 149.01 

Material, 94.08 

1 243.09 

Planting. 

Labor, $ 48.35 

Material, 12.13 

Hauling, 150-74 

$ 211.22 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Labor, $ 99.53 

Material, 228.43 

Hauling, 37.50 

$ 365-46 

Drainage. 

Labor, $ 142.71 

Material, 77-88 

$ 220.59 

Park Avenue Trees. 

Labor, $ 201.25 

Hauling, 61.87 

Material, 34-40 

1 297.52 

Curbing and Sidewalks. 

Contract, $ 54-93 

Planting, Rockford Park. 

Labor, $ 809.24 

Material, 240.33 

Hauling, 62.12 

$ 1,111.69 

t 18,024.99 
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Brought forward, $ 18,024.99 

Zoo Association. 

Labor, $ 142.90 

Material, 30.27 

$ 173-17 

Gutter, Rockford Road. 

Labor, $ 11-38 

Material, 14.40 

Hauling, 24.00 

$ 49-78 

Fencing. 

Labor, $ 25.39 

Material, 39«i8 

1 64.57 

Sidewalk, 18th Street. 

Contract, | 832.85 

Labor, 22.02 

1 854.87 

Grading along 18th Street. 

Labor, $ 156.28 

Changing Lea's Race. 

Labor, $ 31-58 

Repairs in Rockford Park along Peoples Railway. 

Labor, $ 319.74 

Material, 83.68 

Hauling, 22.50 

$ 425-92 

Van Buren Street Bridge. 

Payment on account, JS 12,000.00 

Tree Pruning. 

Labor, $ 208.10 

Material, i.oo 

$ 209.10 

t 31^990-26 
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Brought forward, $ 31,990.26 

Pump, Rockford Park. 

Labor, $ 8.20 

Material, 24.02 

$ 32.22 

Surveys. 

Labor, $ 244.75 

Miscellaneous, 87.85 

$ 332.60 

Total Expenditures for Main Park System, $ 32,355.08 



KIRKWOOD PARK. 

Police, $ JQJ.SS 

Lighting, 77.69 

Engineering and Superintendence, 66.30 

Material, 45-57 

Hauling, 16.50 

Labor, 70.24 

$ 984.18 

Play Ground. 

Grading Contract, 380.80 

Labor, 47-17 

Material, 26.63 

Hauling, 15.40 

$ 470.00 

$ 1,454- 1 8 
^33>8o9.26 
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Brought forward, $ 33,809.26 

DELAMORE PARK. 

Police, $ 717. 1 1 

Lighting, 120.82 

Engineering and Superintendence, 49-73 

Materials, 10.85 

Grading, 6.65 

Labor, 76.40 



t 981.56 



EDEN PARK. 



Police, $ 683.60 

Lighting, 30.17 

Engineering and Superintendence, 33-15 

Labor, 19.60 

$ 766.52 

Total Expenditure for the year, ... $ 35,557.34 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES UNDER 
* MAINTENANCE'' AND "CONSTRUCTION." 



MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Police, ^53,827.76 

Maintenance, SjSA-^-S^ 

Engineering and Superintendence, 756.13 

General Expenses, 1,942.45 

Lighting, 162.80 

Tools and Implements, 102.12 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, 237.54 

Repairs to Roadways, 365.46 

Repairs to Buildings, 519-34 

Brandywine Swimming Pool, . 238.25 

Delamore Swimming Pool, . . . 206.00 

Tree Pruning, 209.10 

Foot Bridges, 7.00 

$ 12,122.27 

Kirkwood Park, $ 870.22 

Delamore Park, 877.93 

Eden Park, 766.52 

^14,636.94 

CONSTRUCTION. 
Main Park System. 

General Expense, $ 181.23 

Engineering and Superintendence, 756.13 

Tools and Implements, 102.20 

Van Buren Street Bridge, .... 12,000.00 



Brought forward, $ 27,676.50 

Footwalks, $ 2,283.48 

North Drive, 624.29 

Sidewalk, i8th Street, 854.87 

Grading along Sidewalk, i8th St., 156.28 

Elliott's Run Culvert, 243.09 

Zoo Association, 173-17 

Changing course of Lea's Race, . S^-S^ 
Comfort House — North Brandy- 
wine, 2 5-45 

Drainage, 220.59 

Fencing, 64.57 

Curbing and Sidewalks, 54*93 

Planting, 211.22 

Planting in Rockford Park, . . . 1,111.69 

Park Avenue Trees, 297-52 

Gutter at Rockford Road, . . . 49-7^ 

Surveys, 332.60 

Pump near Rockford Tower, . . 32.22 
Work in Rockford Park along 

People's Railway, 425.92 

$ 7,193-25 

Kirkwood Park, $ 583.96 

Delamore Park, 103-63 

$ 7,880.84 

Total Expenditures, ^35,557-34 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



No person shall ride or drive upon any part of the Park 
except upon the roads intended for such purposes. 

No person shall bring led horses within the limits of the 
Park nor turn any horses, cattle, goats, swine, dogs or 
other animals loose in the Park. 

No person shall indulge in any threatening, abusive, insult- 
ing or indecent language, or commit any obscene or 
indecent act in the Park. 

No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other 
animals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any 
way disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the 
boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall throw any dead animals or other offensive 
matter into the Park, nor foul any spring, brook or 
other water within the boundaries of the Park. 

No person shall cut, break or otherwise injure or deface 
any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock or any building, 
fence, bridge or other structure within the Park. 

No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise affix or 
distribute any signs, advertisements or circulars within 
the Park. 

No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove any 
notices or regulations for the government of the Park. 

No person shall drive any cart, loaded wagon or heavy 
team upon any of the Park Drives. 

Penalties $5.00 to $10.00. 



